WORKERS AT over 60 universities, including these in Glasgow, began a four-day strike on Monday— 
and some say they’ve had the biggest picket lines of the dispute so far. Now bosses are scared. 


Picture: DUNcAN BROWN 


YARL'S WOOD HUNGER STRIKERS SAY... 


JUSTICE’ 


‘WE WANT 


THE TORIES have 
threatened to 
deport women at 
Yarl’s Wood deten- 
tion centre for 
daring to resist 


Britain’s racist 
immigration laws. 
Around 120 women 
at the detention centre 
in Bedfordshire are 


standuptoracism.org.uk 


YIMARCH AGAINST RACISM 


SATURDAY 17 MARCH, LONDON, GLASGOW AND CARDIFF 


ITALY 

Racists gain in 
election as centre 
left booted out 


RACISTS DID well in the 
Italian elections on Sunday. 
The Democratic Party 
government’s vote halved 

after it pursued cuts. 

Its clampdowns on 
migrants opened the door 
to racism. But the right are 
fractious and fragile. 

Even the formation of a 
government is not certain. 


ee] 
POLICE 


Janet Alder 
slams decision 
on spy cops 


TWO COPS will face no 

disciplinary proceedings 

for spying on the family 

of Christopher Alder. 
Christopher’s sister Janet 

told Socialist Worker, “It 

was a dead cert that these 

officers were going to walk.” 
“lve got no confidence in 

the system doing the right 

thing.” 


SSS sa 
LABOUR 


General secretary 
battle reveals 
splits on the left 


JENNIE FORMBY from 
the Unite union and Jon 
Lansman, who founded 
the Momentum group, 
have applied to be Labour’s 
new general secretary. 

The clash is to do with 
how much power trade union 
leaders have over Labour. 
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the MOSLEY Vs THE Px 
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THE THINGS 
THEY SAY 


“We do not 
believe that 
reopening this 
costly and 
time-consuming 
inquiry is the 
right way 
forward’ 


The Tory culture secretary, 
Matt Hancock cancelling 
Leveson two 


‘l’m proud to call 
Max Mosley a 
friend and I’m 
delighted he has 
made a financial 
contribution to 


Labour’ 
Tom Watson in 2017 


‘Avery decent 


person’ 


How Max Mosley today 
describes Walter Hesketh, 
the fascist candidate who he 
campaigned for in 1961 


‘All that | have 


come across, yes’ 


Mosley asked at Oxford if he 
shared the views of his father 
by a student paper. The college 
shut the paper down 


“We were 
scraping the 
bottom of the 
barrel, Mosley, 
when we took 
you’ 

A tutor at Oxford University to 
Mosley after a friend of Mosley 


got young Max a place despite 
him failing the exams 


[You NEVER KANow 
WT MgHT Sr 
Lengee THA 


Max Mosley ts still a racist 
and he always has been one 


MAX MOSLEY inherited his 
fortune from his father, Sir 
Oswald, the 6th Baronet of 
Ancoats. 

Oswald led the British 
Union of Fascists. His son 
inherited his father’s views. 

In 1962 Mosley drove 
across Europe to a weekend 
party in Venice hosted by 
his father. The guests were 
former Nazi generals and 
neo-Nazi politicians. During 
the same trip he also visited 
the Dachau concentration 
camp. 

He called for a ban on 
black immigrants. 

In the 1930s, Sir Oswald’s 
uniformed Blackshirt agita- 
tors, inspired by the Nazis, 
had been prevented by 
protesters from entering 
Jewish neighbourhoods of 
east London in the Battle 
of Cable Street. In 1940 Sir 


a] 


MAX MOSLEY, far right, brother Alex and other 


supporters of their fascist father disrupt a Tory meeting 


Oswald and Lady Mosley 
were interned for support- 
ing Hitler, who had attended 
their wedding. 

Mosley published leaf- 
lets in a by-election in 1961 
which blamed black immi- 
grants for leprosy, venereal 
disease and tuberculosis, 
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companies’ sponsorship of sport. Convinced 
of his own political talent, Mosley organised a 
meeting in Downing Street with Tony Blair. He 
wanted to pay the Labour Party £1 million to 
delay the introduction of rules to ban sponsorship 
of Formula One by tobacco companies 
despite the party’s manifesto commitment. 


The donation was also intended to ease the 
way for Mosley to become a Labour MP. 


Blair and Mosley 


and called for Jamaicans to 
be repatriated. 

The evidence implies 
he lied when he was ques- 
tioned about whether he 
had produced such leaflets. 
He denied the allegation as 
“absolute nonsense”. 

In the 1960s a list kept 


under lock and key at party 
headquarters contained the 
names of Communists, Jews 
and other opponents of 
Mosley. The list was reported 
to comprise of anti-fascists 
who had disrupted meetings. 

A Nazi told the Daily 
Herald at the time, “These 
files will come in very handy 
when the time comes—we 
know our enemies.” 

Mosley is trying to use the 
Data Protection Act to force 
the media to stop publishing 
details about his sex life. 

He won a privacy case with 
the News of the World over 
its report on his sadomas- 
ochistic orgy with women 
working as prostitutes. The 
court found that they were 
not Nazi themed. 

It did emerge that that he 
had spent £75,000 in a year 
buying his sexual pleasure. 


LIBEL LAW is a way for the 


rich protect themselves from 
scrutiny. It is good that Section 
AO on libel is set to be abolished. 
It meant if a publication 
didn’t sign up to the state regu- 
lator, even if it won a libel case, 
it would still have to pay all the 


legal fees. A single case could 
have closed Socialist Worker. 


Tories cancel Leveson (Careful what you wish 
two to press relief 


THE Leveson 
Inquiry into the 
“culture, practice 
and ethics of 
the press” made 
lots of bad 
recommendations 
and heard lots of 
bad evidence. 
What it didn’t 
do was look into 
“unlawful practices within 
News International and 
other newspapers”. While 
that is what most people 
thought it was for, this 
is Part II—described by 
Lord Leveson as the “who- 
did-what-to-whom” bit. 
Leveson could have 
have lifted the lid on the 
corrupt relationships 
between press and police, 
and indeed between 
press and politicians. 


Get in 
touch with 


Socialist 
Worker 


Fake Sheikh 


It could 
have shed 
light on “Fake 
Sheikh” Mazher 
Mahmood or 
the scandal 
over the Daniel 
Morgan murder. 

In truth that 
was somewhat 
unlikely. 

But now it is certain 
it won’t as the Tories 
cancelled Leveson two last 
week. Out of Leveson one 
came the state-approved 
newspaper regulator 
Impress. It was funded 
with £3.8 million through 
a charity backed by Mosley. 

The papers paid 
millions to avoid court 
cases over hacking. 
Mosley paid millions to 
get his way with press. 


Email reports@ 
SOLO IISIANION CIROORULE 


Web www.socialistworker.co.uk 
Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)” 
Twitter @socialistworker 


for In news 


THE DEMAND to 
implement Lord 
Leveson’s proposals in 
full is a dangerous one. 

On top of the 
regulator and the 
libel laws, Leveson 
proposed changing 
data protection laws to 
make it illegal to handle 
leaked documents. 

This could include 
the accounts of a 
failing PFI trust or 
an MP’s expenses. 

He wants to make it 
easier for the cops to get 
journalists to reveal their 
sources. He argues that 
“genuine whistleblowers 
will use confidential 
avenues rather than feel 
it necessary to break 
confidences by bringing 
about much wider 
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public dissemination 
through disclosures 
to the media”. 

He also writes, “The 
names or identifying 
details of those who are 
arrested or suspected 
of a crime should not 
be released to the 
press or the public.” 

Tightening reporting 
restrictions would move 
justice, and injustice, 
further from public view. 


Write to 


London 
SE11 9BW 


Hurrah for the Hkacksh my 


oe 


Hate mail 
hypocrisy 


WITH A remarkable 
lack of self awareness 
the Daily Mail declared 
war with Mosley. So they 
have dug up information 
on his Nazi past. The 
Mail, like Mosley, says it 
has changed its views. 

At the beginning of 
the 1930s, the then 
Viscount Rothermere 
owned the Mail 
and the Mirror. 

In January 1934, 
he wrote articles for 
both. The former was 
headlined, “Hurrah for 
the Blackshirts”. The 
latter was headlined, 
“Give the Blackshirts 
a helping hand.” 


Publish and 
be damned 


TROUBLEMAKER is 
against press regulation, 
not because we believe in 
the right of powerful media 
groups to act any way they 
see fit. Rather we believe 
that the state should not 
be in control of the press. 

The cosy and corrupt 
relationship between the 
media, politicians and the 
cops is clear. But that is an 
argument for making those 
relationships weaker, not 
stronger. 

The Leveson Inquiry was 
set up to calm the crisis 
over the phone hacking 
scandal. 

The corporate media 
portray their opposition to 
regulation as a defence of 
“freedom of speech.” That 
is hypocrisy. 

Their interest is only in 
defending their class. 


Pay up Watson 


TOM WATSON is under 
pressure to return 
£500,000 in donations 
from Max Mosley. 

John McDonnell, the 
shadow chancellor, has 
suggested that Labour’s 
deputy leader took 
the donations on the 
basis that the privacy 
campaigner had changed 
his views from the days 
when he was a supporter 
of the far right. Watson is 
shadow digital, culture, 
media and sports minister. 


NEWS ¢ 


Overpriced burger chain 


by ALISTAIR FARROW 


BOSSES AT the Beach Blanket 
Babylon (BBB) glorified burger 
chain have been up to their old 
tricks—not paying workers. 

Staff at both the Shoreditch and 
Notting Hill sites in London have 
come forward to prove they have not 
been paid. 

The firms that run the restaurants 
were hit with employment tribunal 
bills for unpaid wages totalling 
£29,000 between March and 
December last year. 

But they don’t seem to have 
changed their ways. 

Rehan came to Socialist Worker 
with more evidence. 

An email chain between him 
and the Notting Hill site manager 
Timothy Danby show he was owed 
almost £850 in unpaid wages. 

Danby emailed Rehan on 
1 February to say £150 had been 
paid to his account. “We will aim to 
pay this amount weekly until your 
arrears have been cleared,” Danby 
said. 

But further payments have not 
been forthcoming. 

“I first emailed Tim from Notting 
Hill in April last year. I started again 
in January,” he told Socialist Worker. 

Rehan was initially owed almost 
£1,000. 

BBB boss Josephine claimed some 
of this had been paid and a stand- 
ing order set up to pay the rest. That 
appears to have been false. 


Calls 


Rehan showed Socialist Worker logs 
for dozens of calls he made to BBB 
which were not returned. 

“On a daily and weekly basis, 
people would come to the restau- 
rant asking for money,” one former 
Shoreditch site manager told the 
Ham&High newspaper in January. 

Even customer reviews of the 


Company director Rex Newmark 


Shoreditch bar on review site 
TripAdvisor describe witnessing 
former workers come in and demand 
unpaid wages. 

Former BBB boss Robert Newmark 
was banned from acting as a com- 
pany director for five years in 2016. 


STAND UP TO RACISM 
NATIONAL DEMONSTRATIONS 


Saturday 17 March 

@London - 12 noon, Portland Place, W1A 1AA 
@Glasgow - 11.30am Holland Street, G2 
@Cardiff - 12.30pm, Grange Gardens CF11 7L 


London speakers include: Diane Abbott @ Emma Dent Coad MP 
@ Gary Younge @ Talha Anmad@Sabby Dhalu@Weyman Bennett 


standuptoracism.org.uk 


still won't settle its bill 


UNPAID WORKERS prote 


Rosslyn Hill Ltd, a company he used 
to run a BBB site, ran up an unpaid 
tax bill of over £1 million. 

And his attacks on workers have 
not been limited to simply refusing 
pay. 

An employment tribunal age dis- 
crimination case against him awarded 
£10,000 to the claimant. 


Act 
Spokespeople for BBB have claimed 


the firm has cleaned up its act. 

“The restaurants’ performance in 
all areas has substantially improved 
since the change of ownership,” they 
said in a statement. 

But Newmark’s son Rex is the cur- 
rent director of BBB (GB) LIMITED 
and Newmark senior is its sole 
shareholder. He has been seen 


sted last year 


leaving the Notting Hill premises, 
which suggests he is taking an active 
role in running the bar. 

The Notting Hill site hosted the 
Kensington Palace Christmas Party 
last year. 

Royal scroungers Harry, William, 
Kate, Meghan and Philip were said 
to be in attendance at the bar where 
workers go unpaid. 

It costs £6,500 a night to rent out 
the ballroom that they quaffed and 
gorged in. 

There is more than enough money 
sloshing around for the firm to pay 
workers. 


WS) What's your story? 


F Email with your ideas 
ul reports @socialistworker.co.uk 


The agency contract rip-off 


A NEW TUC union federation report 
has warned that firms are paying 
agency workers £1.50 an hour on 
average less than workers employed 
full time. In some cases the figure 
rises to £7. 
The report found that 60 percent 

of agency workers—over 


Argos warehouse staff employed 
by agencies are on £4.36 an hour 
less than workers doing the same 


job employed directly by the retail 


firm. 

The report shows how younger 
workers are more likely to be 
employed on agency 


400,000 people—have 
been employed by the 
same firm for over a year. 

It singles out BT, where 
97 percent of call centre 
workers are employed on 
agency contracts. 

The CWU union found 
that agency workers at BT 
can earn as much as £500 
a month less than workers 
employed directly. 


contracts. 

Some 40 percent of 
agency workers working 
for the same company for 
over a year are 16-35. 

Industries with 
particularly high 
concentrations of long 
term agency contracts 
include banking and 
finance, distribution, 


PIU clea hotels and retail. 
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Detainees 
demand 
justice 


>>continued from page 1 
into the second week of an 
all-out hunger strike against 
indefinite detention (see 
pages 10&11). 

Tory minister Amber 
Rudd’s Home Office sent 
a letter to detainees last 
Saturday. It threatened 
women that their hunger 
strike “may, in fact, lead to 
your case being accelerated 
and your removal from the 
UK taking place sooner”. 

Hunger striker Theresa 
told Socialist Worker, “They 
keep saying patronising 
things, such as that the 
hunger strike won't work 
because we've all got 
individual cases. 

“But what affects me 
affects my sisters too, we're 
doing it as a team to put our 
demands out there.” 

The Tories also tried 
to deport hunger striker 
Opelo Kgari and her mother 
Florence just two days 
after she spoke out to the 
Independent newspaper. 

They were put on an 
Ethiopian Airlines flight to 
Addis Ababa in the east 
African country. 

Opelo and Florence 
had come to Britain from 
Botswana in southern Africa 
14 years ago, but their asylum 
claim was rejected in 2010. 

The Home Office was 
forced to halt the deportation 
at the last minute after 
interventions by Ruth Smeeth 
MP and shadow home 
secretary Diane Abbott. 

Abbott called last month 
for scrapping the barbaric 
policy of indefinite detention. 

That's welcome but it 
doesn’t go far enough—it 
wouldn’t stop deportations 
or imprisonment of asylum 
seekers. 

We need to build a mass 
movement that shows 
solidarity with the women 
at Yarl’s Wood and can push 
back the Tories’ racist assault. 

The Stand Up To Racism 
demonstrations in London, 
Glasgow and Cardiff on 
17 March are a key 
opportunity to do that. 
Tomas Tengely-Evans 
Thanks to the Black Women’s 
Rape Action Project 
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by SADIE ROBINSON 


SOLID STRIKES by university 
workers in the UCU union have 
deepened splits among bosses— 
and forced retreats. 

Sheffield university’s vice chan- 
cellor (VC) last week withdrew a 
threat to dock pay from workers 
who refuse to reschedule cancelled 
lectures. 

The University of Leicester’s VC 
withdrew a threat to dock 100 per- 
cent of pay from workers taking 
action short of a strike. 

Similar threats were withdrawn 
at St Andrews and Keele universi- 
ties this week. And around 20 VCs 
have called for the bosses’ group 
Universities UK (UUK) to negotiate 
over their pension attack. 

Craig, president of Sheffield uni- 
versity UCU, told Socialist Worker 
on Monday, “There’s a really good 
mood among strikers. 

“We didn’t expect them to fold 
over pay docking quite so quickly. 
Everybody I spoke to is buoyed 
about it.” 

Workers at over 60 universities 
began a four-day strike on Monday 
(see right) as talks between UUK 
and the UCU began at conciliation 
service Acas. 

Strikers and supporters lobbied 
the talks chanting, “They say defi- 
cit—we say bullshit.” 


Stunning 

Bosses remain committed to push- 
ing through attacks on workers’ pen- 
sions. But the momentum is with the 
strikers—and they have the poten- 
tial to win a stunning victory. 

In January the UCU proposed 
retaining a defined benefit scheme 
where workers pay 1.4 percent more 
in contributions. 

The accrual rate would also 
change, meaning that workers get 
less when they retire. 

This is far from the attack that 
bosses want to inflict. But the pow- 
erful strikes have emboldened many 
workers to fight for more. 

“We should demand that there are 
no changes to the pension scheme,” 
Alison, a UCU rep at the Open 


Escalate the 
university 

strikes to 
keep bosses 


on the run 


Bosses want to tear up workers’ 
defined benefit USS pension 
scheme and replace it with a 
defined contribution one 


The attack could halve the value 
of the pensions and would give no 
guaranteed income in retirement 


Bosses wrongly claim the 
scheme is in deficit to justify the 
attack 


But solid strikes have got them 
running scared—workers have 
the power to win 


University, told Socialist Worker. 
“We’ve got massive support, and 
not just from our sector. The student 
support has been amazing.” 

Cambridge striker Anne agreed. 
“We need to argue hard against the 
claim that there is a deficit which 
we should pay more to fix,” she told 
Socialist Worker. 

“The strength of the strikes shows 
we can win more than we previously 
imagined. 

“Negotiators should argue clearly 
for no changes to the scheme which 
mean a cut in our pensions or paying 
more in contributions.” 

Sean, vice president of the UCU at 
UCL, initiated a letter last Saturday 
demanding no changes to the cur- 
rent scheme. It received 1,500 sig- 
natories in just 24 hours. 

The letter said workers “should 
not pay for a non-existent deficit”. 

Sean told Socialist Worker, 
“There’s a tension in the negotia- 
tions between a quick deal where 
members pay a price, and a deal 
that secures the pension valuation 
for the future. 

“A section of the union leadership 
is disparaging of members’ willing- 
ness to fight. But why should we get 
less and pay more when there is no 
deficit?” 

The union should call more strikes 
and escalate to pile more pressure 
on the bosses. 

As Alison put it, “I would defi- 
nitely support more strikes. This is 
too important for us to back down.” 
Sign the letter at bit.ly/2HSNbhC 
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STRIKERS AND supporters marched in London last week 


students and lecturers take spirit 
of resistance onto London streets 


THOUSANDS OF strikers and 
supporters marched through 
central London last Wednesday 
to defend pensions, pay and 
education. 

The protest took place on 
the first day of a 48-hour strike 
by several groups of further 
education workers (see right). 
And it was the final day of a 
three day walkout by workers at 
61 universities. 

Strikers and students braved 
freezing conditions to join the 
protest, following buoyant picket 
lines. 

Marchers chanted, “Students 
and workers—unite and fight!” 
as the protest wound through 
central London. 

Student Maria told Socialist 
Worker why so many students 
back the strikes. “They don’t just 
cut pensions, they'll be cutting 
other things too if they get away 
with this,” she said. 

“Some say the strikes disrupt 
education. But this is disrupting 
it for a few weeks—if the pension 
changes go ahead it will disrupt 
it forever.” Workers who aren’t 


Watch online 


Stee Sales Taichi in the 
snow at bit.ly/216t1Fk 


involved in the strikes also came 
to show support. UCU member 
Dominic came with a group from 
the London School of Economics. 
“They’ve tried to pull a fast 

one with how they’ve valued 

the pension scheme,” he told 
Socialist Worker. 

“We need to stand in solidarity 
with the strikes.” 

UCU general secretary Sally 
Hunt spoke to a rally after the 
march. She said UUK bosses had 
asked if UCU members would 
consider going back to work for 
talks. To shouts of, “No!” from 
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the floor she replied, “That’s 
what I said.” 

Hunt added, “The sacrifices 
that you have undertaken so 
far can only be worth it if we 
commit together to prosecuting 
this dispute until the end. I hope 
that will be soon. But if it isn’t, 
we will have to commit to further 
days of action.” 

Labour shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell brought 
solidarity from Jeremy Corbyn 
for the strikers. He said, “We will 
be with you until you win.” 

The strikes can beat the 
bosses—and lay the basis for 
further victories. 

UCL striker Jen told Socialist 
Worker, “A lot of people are 
involved in strikes for the first 
time. 

“Younger people are learning 
what strikes are about and that’s 
important for the future.” 


Strikers in London plan a further 
protest on Wednesday of next week. 
Strikers and students were set to 
protest at the Office for Students on 
Wednesday of this week. 

Go to bit.ly/20oM4BsM for details 


Walkouts from Monday 


60 universities began 
a four-day strike on 
Monday—and several 
said they saw the 
biggest picket lines of 
the dispute so far. 

Jo, president of 
the UCU at Liverpool 
university, told 
Socialist Worker, 

“We had 195 pickets 
registered at the 

end of the strike last 
Wednesday. And this 
morning we had even 
more. 

“Every single day, 
people are joining. 
Our membership has 
skyrocketed.” 

Jo said a bosses’ 
threat to deduct pay 
from workers taking 
action short of strikes 
has fuelled the anger. 
“People are coming 
in, joining the union, 
then going straight on 
the picket line,” she 
said. 

It was a similar 
story at Leeds 
university. “It’s week 
three and we’ve had 
the biggest picket lines 
ever today,” said UCU 
campaigns secretary 
Lesley. 

“We worried that it 
might drop off but it 
hasn’t at all. Students 
made a special effort 
to turn out today so 
we had a big crowd 
at the front of the 
university. There are 
quite a lot of new faces 
on the picket lines.” 

In Newcastle, UCU 
rep Geoff said the 
mood among strikers 
was “fantastic”. “The 


Co 


dl 


1. e 


ILE EDS” 


SUPPORT 
THE STRIKE! 


Solidarity in Leeds 


pickets were even 
bigger,” he said. 
“There is definitely 
no dropping of the 
momentum.” 

Workers are 
preparing for a five- 
day walkout from next 
Monday. 

They kicked off the 
action with a two-day 
strike last month, 
followed by a three- 
day walkout and a 
four-day walkout this 
week. 

Thousands of 
people have joined 
the union to take part. 
Students have shown 
solidarity as have 
other workers. 

Jo said, “None 
of the Royal Mail 
workers have crossed 
our picket lines. 

It’s caused a lot of 
disruption not having 
post delivered. Pest 
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control was turned 
away, delivery 

drivers and building 
contractors. There’s 
been a lot of solidarity 
shown.” 

At Ruskin College 
in Oxford, which 
was due to join the 
walkouts on Tuesday, 
students organised 
a placard making 
workshop to prepare 
to back the strikers. 

Student Sophia 
has been organising 
solidarity for strikers 
in Bristol. “We set 
up our own strike 
solidarity group,” she 
told Socialist Worker. 
“Rallies in Bristol 
have been really big— 
between 1,300 and 
1,400. 

“The mood is quite 
jolly. Students can see 
that this is about the 
future of education.” 


lege workers launch fight 


to beat poverty pay offer 


WORKERS across 
14 colleges began a 
two-day strike last 
Wednesday. UCU 
union members at 
Sunderland college 
also struck last 
Wednesday. 

Workers are fighting 
a derisory 1 percent 
pay deal, following 
years of real terms 
cuts. 

There was an 
upbeat mood on the 
snowy picket lines 
but also anger at how 
college workers and 
students are treated. 

Lambeth College 
striker Zeina told 
Socialist Worker, 
“Everything is going 


up—council tax, 
energy bills, food. 

“We have to stretch 
our salaries to get by.” 

Striker Susan 
added, “I’m upset at 
how the government is 
starving FE of funds. 
People who come here 
are just as important 
as people who go to 
universities.” 

At City and 
Islington College, 
UCU rep Sean said 
the strike was “solid”. 
“There are picket lines 
everywhere,” he said. 

“The mood is very 
determined. 

“People know that 
if bosses don’t move 
we will call a three 


day walkout.” City 
and Islington striker 
Mustafa said, “Our 
wages are down by 
£8,000 since 2008. 
But that’s only one 
element of the strike. 
“At our college we 
are also fighting over 
the huge number of 
hourly-paid lecturers 
we have. We want 
them to be on 
permanent contracts. 
“And we want to 
defend the service. 
Underprivileged kids 
should be able to have 
a decent education.” 


On other pages... 


Full strike report >>Page 19 
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WHAT WE THINK 


INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S 
DAY IS ABOUT LIBERATION 


ENS OF thousands 

of women workers in 

Britain’s universities 

will be striking on 

International Women’s 
Day (IWD) this Thursday. It’s a 
very good way to mark a day 
that was set up to celebrate the 
struggle of working women. 

Other ways are less good. 
The Sun newspaper this 
week hailed IWD for uniting 
“global governments, women’s 
organisations, businesses and 
charities”. 

It’s a sign of how sections of 
the establishment seek to co-opt 
IWD—which was begun by 
revolutionary socialists in 1910. 

Tory prime minister Theresa 
May will claim to be celebrating 
IWD as she did last year. She 
is apparently fighting sexism. 
“Here’s to all the ‘bloody difficult 
women’ out today on the 
March4Women,” she tweeted 
last Sunday, referring to a London 
protest. 

But May is the enemy of most 
women in Britain. Her party has 
presided over brutal austerity 
measures that hit working class 
women the hardest. 

Tory funding cuts have 
devastated services that 


vulnerable women rely on, such 
as refuges. Tory housing policies 
trap working class women in 
overcrowded, substandard 
housing. 

Tory education policies 
mean it’s harder for working 
class women to go to college 
or university.And their public 
sector cuts have put hundreds of 
thousands of women out of work. 

It’s laughable for May to try and 
put herself on the side of ordinary 
women. 

And it isn’t the first time. In the 
wake of the #MeToo movement, 
she recently claimed that 
“serious action” would be taken 
against any ministers involved in 
allegations of abuse in parliament. 


The system 
treats women as 
second class 
citizens and 


sexual objects 
SEE 


But one aide claimed May allows 
accused ministers to serve in her 
cabinet. 

It’s good that more and more 
women are challenging abuse, 
harassment and unequal pay. 

But we shouldn’t think that 
right wingers who try to jump on 
the bandwagon are our allies. And 
women aren't all “in it together”. 

Rich women live in a different 
world to other women and have 
opposing interests. If a female 
boss imposes pay cuts that’s good 
for her, but it isn’t good for the 
women who work for her. 

Women’s oppression is bound 
up with class societies. Ruling 
class women have an interest in 
keeping those societies going. 

So it suits them to say men 
cause sexism or to blame horrible 
cases of abuse on problematic 
individuals. They hope to keep 
ordinary people divided and stop 
us uniting in struggle. 

The real problem is that the 
system treats women as second 
class citizens and sexual objects. 

We need to fight sexism, tear 
up that system and organise a 
socialist society that can bring 
about real liberation. To do that, 
working class women and men 
need to fight back together. 


OPEN ARMS FOR KILLER 


HERESA MAY was set to 
T secre Saudi crown prince 
Mohammed Bin Salman to 
Downing Street with big smiles 
this Wednesday. 

There'll be very little said for 
the two children killed in a Saudi 
airstrike in Yemen last week. Over 
5,000 civilians have been killed so 
far in a protracted civil war there. 

Government ministers won’t 
mention any of this because 
they’re responsible for arming 
Saudi Arabia, the war’s biggest 
killer by far. Britain has officially 


licenced almost £7 billion worth 
of arms sales to Saudi Arabia since 
its intervention in Yemen begun in 
March 2015. 

A report by the Middle East 
Eye website claims it could have 
hidden many billions more in 
“open licences”. 

Many of those deals provide 
Saudi Arabia with vital parts for 
the jets that bomb Yemen. 

Others are for riot gear—tear 
gas and rubber bullets—for 
cops in one of the world’s most 
repressive regimes. War is a 


lucrative industry. But between 
Britain and Saudi Arabia it’s more 
than just business. 

These arms deals shore up 
Britain’s relationship with a 
powerful and heavily armed state 
in a region the West is always 
fighting to control. So with 
Britain’s approval Saudi Arabia has 
not only intervened in Yemen. 

It has bankrolled brutal counter 
revolutions in Bahrain and Egypt, 
and cut deals with Israel that 
betray the Palestinian struggle for 
freedom. 
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Trump's trade war— 
chaos in ruling class 


EVER SINCE he was elected, there’s been an argument 
over whether Donald Trump would be more than a 
conventional right wing Republican president. 

Certainly the rich are doing well. Multibillionaire Warren 
Buffet’s Berkshire Hathaway fund will make an extra 
£21 billion thanks to the tax cut passed by the Republican- 
controlled Congress. 

But then last Thursday Trump announced he was going to 
impose import tariffs of 25 percent on steel and 10 percent 
on aluminium. He claims to be targeting China, but the 
tariffs will hit US allies such as Canada, Germany, Britain 
and South Korea. 

Trump defended this decision with a series of incendiary 
tweets. “When the US is losing many billions of dollars on 
trade with virtually every country it does business with, trade 
wars are good, and easy to win,” he said. “When we are down 
£70 billion with a certain country and they get cute, don’t 
trade anymore—we win big. It’s easy.” 

While China’s response has been low key, the European 
Union (EU) said it will retaliate with its own tariffs. European 
Commission president Jean-Claude Juncker speculated the 
EU might target Harley Davidson bikes, bourbon and jeans. 
“A harsh and clear reaction from Brussels” is being prepared, 
an EU official told the Financial Times newspaper. Trump 
reacted by threatening tariffs on European car exports. 

The last real trade war was in the 1930s, after the US 
congress passed the Smoot-Hawley Act raising tariffs from 
40.1 to 59.1 percent. This was merely one in a series of 
moves that broke up the world market. Britain, for example, 
went off the gold standard, devalued the pound and 
introduced Imperial Preference. This was aimed to transform 
the British Empire into a closed economic bloc. 

The great liberal economist Maynard Keynes was 
relatively relaxed about this. “Ideas, knowledge, science, 
hospitality, travel—these are the things which should of 
their nature be international,” he said. “But let goods be 
homespun whenever it is reasonably and conveniently 
possible, and, above all, let finance be primarily national.” 


Hegemony 

But from his fascist prison cell the Italian Marxist Antonio 
Gramsci understood what was happening more accurately. 
“Every important nation may tend to equip its own political 
hegemony with an economic substratum,” he wrote. “By 
following this tendency the world market would come 

to be constituted no longer of a series of national but of 
international (interstate) markets.” 

In other words, the trade war of the 1930s reinforced a 
world economy made up of big rival imperialist blocs each 
with their client states and colonies. They were Britain, 
France, the US, Germany, and Japan. In the end, of course, 
this precipitated a real world war among them. 

But the trade war that Trump seems to be happily 
embracing is a different matter. Whatever Keynes thought, 
production and finance are thoroughly international these 
days. The giant transnational corporations that dominate 
the world economy rely on production chains that crisscross 
national borders. This is one reason why Brexit threatens to 
get British capitalism in such a pickle. 

Some of these chains are regionally concentrated—for 
example, in North America around the US and in central 
and eastern Europe around Germany. But the trade and 
investment of the biggest economies—above all the US and 
China—spraw/l across the continents. 

Trade war therefore isn’t remotely in the interest of the 
major capitalist concerns in the US. They are represented in 
the Trump White House by ex-president of Goldman Sachs 
Gary Cohn. Michael Wolff describes Cohn in his expose of 
the administration as “a democratic globalist-cosmopolitan 
Manhattanite who voted for Hillary Clinton”. 

The tariffs are widely seen as a defeat for Cohn and a 
victory for Peter Navarro, head of Trump’s National Trade 
Council. He said back in March, “One of the major goals of the 
Trump administration is to reclaim all of the supply chain and 
manufacturing capabilities that would otherwise exist [in the 
US].” But the supply chains exist because they are profitable 
for the participating companies, US ones included. 

“1 like chaos. It really is good,” Trump told journalists last 
Saturday night. It looks like he’s going to get it. 


JON LANSMAN (left) aid Jennie Formby are fighting for the position of [agel secretary 
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Battle for general senators 
reveals splits on Labour left 


by NICK CLARK 


A CONTEST for a top 
Labour role has revealed 
deeply rooted tensions 
between trade union lead- 
ers and some activists. 

Jennie Formby, who repre- 
sents the powerful Unite union 
on Labour’s national executive 
committee, has applied to be 
general secretary. And so has 
John Lansman, who founded 
Corbyn supporters’ group 
Momentum. 

The role has some consid- 
erable power. The general 
secretary is responsible for 
campaign strategies and com- 
mittees that decide Labour’s 
policy, rules and organisation. 

Previous general secretary 
Iain McNicol used the high 
court to bar some 130,000 
mostly Corbyn-supporting 
Labour members from voting 
in the 2016 leadership elec- 
tion. He also pushed for the 
suspension of several thou- 
sand more. 

Now the position—elected 
by the national executive, not 
the membership—looks set 
to be held by someone from 
the left. Either Lansman or 
Formby are almost certain to 
be chosen. 

The clash between them is 
to do with how much power 
trade union leaders have over 
Labour. 

Union leaders and the 
traditional Labour left have 
found themselves on the 
same side in recent years. 


Former Labour leader Tony 
Blair took Labour to the 
right—including with attacks 
on workers and unions. 

That meant many union 
leaders were to the left of 
Labour’s leadership. 

Blair, Gordon Brown and 
Ed Miliband also led efforts to 
marginalise both the left and 
the unions inside Labour— 
despite the fact that union 
donations make up most of 
Labour’s funding. 

Miliband pushed through 
rule changes to make sure 
union leaders had less say in 
who became leader—a move 


that backfired when Corbyn 
was elected. 

Corbyn’s anti-austerity 
promises are closer to the 
interests of unions. 

And Unite’s backing for 
Corbyn has given its leaders 
more influence at the top of 
the party. 

Unite has helped Corbyn to 
survive right wing attempts 
to get rid of him—but hasalso 
imposed its own limits on his 
leadership. 

For instance, Unite and 
other unions such as the GMB 
have blocked Labour from 
opposing Trident nuclear 


Antisemitism smears 


THE UNITE union has 
rejected claims that 
senior official Jennie 
Formby is antisemitic. 

A group called Labour 
Against Antisemitism 
(LAAS) alleged that 
Formby “acted 
with antisemitic 
intent”. Formby 
reportedly 
questioned 
whether 
Baroness Royal was 
the right person to 
investigate accusations 
of antisemitism against 
members of Oxford 
University Labour Club. 

LAAS claims 
Formby was forced to 


WA Laas 


Laken dyeeesl Lelieeeilee: 


step down as Unite’s 
political director 
following the incident. 

A Unite statement 
said Formby “was never 
under any pressure to 
leave her previous post. 

“For LAAS to 
continue to allege 

o the press and 

n social media 

hat Ms Formby 

as forced’ to 
move and that this 
was in relation to alleged 
antisemitic comments 
is a lie motivated by 
hostility to anyone who 
supports the struggle 
of the Palestinian 
people for justice.” 


weapons—wrongly claim- 
ing that this protects work- 
ers’ jobs. 

Union leaders want a 
Labour government that they 
have influence over—and 
one that looks stable enough 
to be in government. 


Sabotage 

They fear bosses’ threats 
to sabotage the economy if 
Labour is elected. Australian 
investment bank Macquarie 
last week told utility com- 
panies to move their busi- 
nesses offshore to stop 
renationalisation 

Changes planned by 
Lansman could weaken union 
leaders’ grip on Labour’s 
structures and make the bal- 
ance of power inside the 
party more unstable. 

As Labour gets closer to 
getting elected, its leadership 
also look for stability—which 
is why Corbyn backs Formby 
over close ally Lansman. 

Labour’s leaders hope 
strong union backing will 
help it withstand attacks from 
the bosses and the right. 

But this backing is a double 
edged sword. 

Union leaders won’t just 
impose their own limitations 
on a Corbyn government. 

Their desire for a stable 
Labour government will 
also see them try to stifle 
the strikes and demonstra- 
tions outside parliament that 
are crucial to halting auster- 
ity and fending off bosses’ 
attacks. 
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May calms 


rebels, but 
can't please 
big bosses 


Brexit speech failed to paper over 
divison among Tories and fat cats, 
writes Tomas Tengely-Evans 


THERESA MAY managed to unite 
her ramshackle government last 
week—for at least 24 hours. 

Her Brexit speech last Friday 
came after “bonding sessions” at 
an away day last month as well as 
months of planning. 

The result was no less painful for 
a Tory government that has been 
divided in the face of the European 
Union’s (EU) bullish rulers. 

All seemed calm after May left 
the press conference following the 
speech. Even Jacob Rees-Mogg, 
would-be leader of a right wing 
Brexiteers’ revolt, said that “now is 
not the time to nitpick”. 

But the divisions will soon 
re-emerge. 

May had called for “pragmatic 
alignment of our regulations” with 
the EU after Britain leaves the single 
market and customs union. 

It was an attempt to fudge differ- 
ences between Tories who are torn 
between bigotry and big business. 

She also wanted no “hard border” 
between Ireland and Northern 
Ireland. 

But EU representatives said her 
solutions for the border were “mag- 
ical thinking”. Her admission that 
British firms would lose some access 
to EU markets because of Brexit will 
anger big business and the banks. 


Whipping 
The Tories want to deflect people’s 
anger at austerity by whipping up 
racism and promising to end free- 
dom of movement after Britain 
leaves the EU. 

But their friends in the City of 
London and in multinational firms’ 
boardrooms want to remain in the 
single market. 

May’s vision of Brexit will keep 
all the worst aspects of the EU— 
which is pro-privatisation, and 
against nationalisation and limits 
on companies. 

She boasted about how Britain 
“drove much of the policy in this 
area” under Margaret Thatcher in 
the 1980s. 

“We may choose to commit some 
areas of our regulations like state 


Theresa May is in a bind over 
Brexit 


Tory MPs want to use Brexit to 
whip up racism against migrants, 
and blame the EU for Britain's 
economic decline 


But most of the Tories’ big 
business backers support the EU 
because it promotes the market 
and protects them from state 
intervention 


Labour can take them both on 
with a Brexit vision that defends 
migrants and attacks the bosses 


aid and competition to remaining in 
step with the EU’s,” she said. 

“We have much to gain from 
maintaining proper disciplines 
on the use of subsidies and on 
anti-competitive practices.” 

Under single market rules gov- 
ernments can nationalise com- 
panies, but they can’t nationalise 
whole industries. 

And they have to give hefty 
compensation packages to fat cat 
bosses, instead of just taking their 
firms off them. 

So a Labour government would 
be able to take back some private 
rail franchises and set up a publicly 
owned company. 

But it would still have to com- 
pete alongside the likes of Richard 
Branson’s Virgin Trains. 

Recently Jeremy Corbyn has said 
a Labour Brexit would help to “stop 
the tide of privatisation and out- 
sourcing”. That means ruling out 
membership of the single market 
and confronting the right wingers 
who want to back it. 

The left has to use the Tories’ 
troubles to fight for a socialist 
and anti-racist Brexit—that means 
defending freedom of movement 
and rejecting the single market. 


On other pages... 
Ly The hard truth about Ireland’s 


border>>Pages 14&15 
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DEVELOPERS ARE happy to build luxury flats—they’re not so keen on affordable ones 


Tory homes bluster means business 
as usual for developers behind crisis 


by ALISTAIR FARROW 


IN ANOTHER desperate attempt to 
find a popular policy, Theresa May 
announced on Monday that the 
government would crack down on 
developers that don’t use land they 
have bought. 

May said developers must “step 
up and do their bit”. But behind 
the headline-grabbing bluster the 
reality looks a lot less rosy. 

There is a crisis of council house 
building and genuinely affordable 
housing, and the Tories are 
steadily making it worse. 

Communities minister Sajid 
Javid has launched a review of 
the National Planning Policy 
Framework on Monday. 

Proposals include a new 
inspectorate with the power 
to take planning decisions off 
councils deemed to not be building 
enough homes. 

Council house building is 
already at an all-time low. 

The move will force councils 

to go into partnership with 
private developers and housing 
associations to build housing. 

Property developers are meant 


to include a certain amount of 
“affordable” homes in plans for 
new developments—usually 
around 30 percent officially. 
“Affordable” includes the Tories’ 
unaffordable starter homes (up 

to £450,000 in London, £250,000 
elsewhere) and rents of 80 percent 
of market rent. 

“Viability assessments” mean 
developers can claim that, if 
their profits fall below an agreed 
amount—typically 20 percent— 
they can reduce the number of 
“affordable” homes. 


Investigation 

A Guardian investigation this 
week found that in Manchester, 
none of the 14,667 homes in big 
developments granted planning 
permission in the last two years 
are set to be “affordable”. 

In Sheffield just 97 homes out 
of 6,943 approved by planners 
in 2016 and 2017 met the 
government’s definition. 

Javid said on Monday, “There 
are too many developers who 
try to wriggle out [of building 
affordable homes] by saying 
they’re not going to make enough 
profit and all sorts of things. 


as biberes 
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So-called ‘viability assessments’ 
haven’t been transparent enough 
and they need to change.” 

Fine words. A pity his 
department’s suggested changes 
to the National Planning Policy 
Framework will do nothing to 
change this. 

One section of the Draft 
planning practice guidance 
for viability reads, “Viability 
assessment should not 
compromise the quality of 
development but should ensure 
that policies are realistic and 
the total cumulative cost of all 
relevant policies is not of a scale 
that that will make development 
unviable.” 

In other words—business as 
usual. 

The Draft Revised National 
Planning Policy Framework does 
not contain one mention of council 
housing in 70 pages. 

That doesn’t bode well for the 
millions of people in Britain who 
desperately need really affordable 
housing. 


Grenfell Tower Silent Walk, 
Wednesday 14 March, 5pm Kensington 
Town Hall. Solidarity events include 
Bristol, 59m, Water Fountains 


Socialist Worker 


7 March 2018 


INTERNATIONAL@2% 


Racists gain 
as Italian 


centre left 
booted out 


Failures of the left opened the door 
to right wing forces in the Italian 
election, writes Simon Basketter 


RACISTS DID well in the Italian 
elections on Sunday. 

The Democratic Party govern- 
ment’s vote halved to 19 percent. 
The centre left party came to office 
in 2014 because voters rejected aus- 
terity—but it pursued cuts. 

And it opened the door to racism 
with clampdowns on migrants. 

The populist Five Star Movement 
received 32 percent of votes. This 
puts it on course to becoming Italy’s 
largest party, but not big enough to 
form a government on its own. 

“We have destroyed all the par- 
ties who have dissolved in sickening 
diarrhoea,” said comedian and Five 
Star founder Beppe Grillo. 

Five Star has strong anti-estab- 
lishment rhetoric, but has joined in 
the anti-migrant attacks. 

While promising workers on 
company boards and a minimum 
wage for young people, it has been 
forming itself into a mainstream 
right wing party. 

It has had its fair share of corrup- 
tion scandals. 

Five Star prime ministerial can- 
didate Luigi Di Maio has signalled 
he is open to coalitions mostly likely 
with the right. He maintains the 
party is against hate. 

The right wing bloc fronted 
by former prime minister Silvio 
Berlusconi received 37 percent. 


Virulent 

The bloc includes his Forza Italia 
(Go Italy) party, the virulent 
anti-migrant League and the fascist 
Brothers of Italy. 

Berlusconi cannot hold public 
office himself until next year 
because of a tax fraud conviction. 
And in another blow for him, Forza 
Italia looks set to have been out- 
done by its ally the League. 

The League got 17 percent 
and Forza Italia 14 percent. The 
Brothers of Italy got 4.3 percent. 

Berlusconi and the League’s 
leader Matteo Salvini spent the 
campaign competing over who 
would deport the most people. 

Salvini has said that if he won a 
single vote more than Berlusconi, 


BACK STORY 


The Italian election campaign 
has been marked by racist 
scapegoating and fascist rallies 


@The Democratic Party came 
to office in 2014 because people 
rejected austerity 


@But it continued to make cuts 
and its vote has halved 


@The right wing bloc, which 
includes hard right racists and 
fascists, came out on top 
@There will need to be more 


mobilisations to push back the 
right 


he must become prime minister. He 
will now try to make that a reality. 

That the European Union (EU) 
and business presented Berlusconi 
as a restraining influence was an 
indication of the direction of Italian 
politics. 


Shooting 

The campaign was marked by fas- 
cist rallies and the shooting of six 
African migrants by a Nazi who 
once stood as a candidate for the 
League. 

Some 20,000 people came out to 
protest, but far right violence is on 
the rise. 

Five Star and the League have 
both criticised Italy’s relationship 
with the EU, but neither campaigns 
to leave. Opposition to EU-backed 
austerity has repeatedly created 
crises for the establishment. 

But racist scapegoating is 
enabling the right to capitalise. 
Forces to the left of the outgoing 
government all did worse than the 
fascist Brothers of Italy. 

While the right are on the front 
foot it is fractious and fragile. Even 
the formation of a government is 
not certain. 

People have taken to the streets 
against racist attacks and the 
growth of the far right. 

There will need to be more such 
mobilisations and a larger left alter- 
native to austerity. 


THOUSANDS OF strikers rally outside the State Capitol building in Charleston, West Virginia 


West Virginia school workers’ strikes 
inspire others to join struggle in US 


ae ALISTAIR FARROW 


THE WEST Virginia school 
workers’ strike was set to continue 
throughout this week after rank 
and file union members rejected 
a deal recommended by their 
leaders. 

Monday marked the eighth day 
of the strike. 

Around 20,000 teachers 
and 13,000 support staff are 
demanding a 5 percent pay rise 
alongside increased employer 
contributions to the PEIA health 
insurance plan. 


Descended 

They have descended on the state 
capitol building every working 
day since the strike began. 

The Republican-controlled state 
senate finance committee voted for 
a 4 percent pay rise last Saturday. 

That’s despite the state governor 
and lower house backing 5 percent 
under pressure. 

In a bizarre twist Republican 
governor Jim Justice even went 
as far as to tell strikers to “stay 
united”. “Don’t settle for less, even 
if they offer you 4.9 percent and 
19 chickens,” he said. Teachers 


and other workers are refusing to 
limit the dispute to pay. 

West Virginia teacher Christina 
told Socialist Worker, “The raise 
is well overdue, but we will not 
return to the classroom until PEIA 
is funded. 

“Tt is also about the arrogance 
of politicians and how they use 
people as pawns in their political 
games.” 

The union leaderships have 
been pushed into the background 
after mass teachers’ meetings 
voted overwhelmingly to continue 
strikes. 

In a statement last Friday the 
workers’ AFT, WVEA and WVSSPA 
. unions implored state senator 
Mitch Carmichael to “pass the 
bill on Saturday and get our 
students back 


Striking teachers in West Virginia 


in the classroom.” This puts the 
union leaderships on collision 
course with strikers who want 
a resolution to the insurance 
question as well as pay. 

Sam, another teacher, told 
Socialist Worker how hard life will 
be if it isn’t resolved. 

“T can’t continue to pay £360 
in fees on the spot for my kids to 
have their wisdom teeth removed 
and then £1,440 for the actual 
procedure,” she said. “£360 is 
almost a week’s net pay—a 
5 percent raise won’t help much.” 

Christina said other sections of 
workers could be drawn into the 
dispute in West Virginia. 

And workers across the US are 
looking to West Virginia as an 
inspiration. Teachers in Oklahoma 
met last Saturday to discuss plans 
for a strike. 

Christina said, “The 
movement has begun a 
revolution and it would 
;.. not surprise me if other 

professions join the 
 . fight for changes in 
~~. legislation. 

- “The people will 
be heard. 

“We will not back 
down.” 


LETTERS 


Answer to 
cash crisis 


THE RECENT disaster of 
Northamptonshire County 
Council’s financial crisis can 
seem a little hopeless. 
Council tax cannot be 
raised to a high enough 
level without a referendum. 
How can people accept 


. a 4 
such rises when their wages 


haven’t risen? 

But remember that 
thousands campaigned to 
save our libraries and this 
fervour shows no sign of 
slowing down. People are 
organising demos, speaking 
at council meetings, 
packing out the public 
gallery—and being thrown 
out for heckling. 

In a way this catastrophe 
was needed to kick people 
into action. 

We are sailing into 
uncharted waters. It’s time 
that we remind those on 
the bridge that they 
wouldn’t even have a ship 
to steer without us. 

Eddie Jones 
Northampton 


Food banks 
are no cure 


I WANT to take up the issue 
of food banks, and the 
growth of working class 
dependence on them as a 
crutch to rely on. 

It is the duty of working 
class people to protect each 
other and the idea of food 
banks comes from good 
intentions. 

But food banks are not a 
solution—they’re a band 
aid on a broken leg. 

If the motive of food 
banks is not questioned 
outright, then we will miss 
out on an opportunity to 
strike a blow at those who 
run society. 

Finlay Baxter 
North Lanarkshire 


Foreign aid is part of 
Britain’s war machine 


YOUR ARTICLE on foreign 
aid’s imperial history 
(Socialist Worker, 

21 February) was useful. 

But what’s remarkable 
about the expenditure is 
not how “miniscule” it is in 
relation to the military 
budget, but how large. 

The aid budget rose 
steeply during the Blair 
years, and that continued 
under subsequent 
governments. 

This coincided with New 
Labour’s turn towards a 
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Our court win gives fascists 
in Austria the middle finger 


AUSTRIAN revolutionary socialist 
group Left Turn Now scored an 
important victory against the 
fascist Freedom Party last week. 

Freedom Party (FPO) leader 
Heinz-Christian Strache will have 
to put up with Left Turn Now’s 
banner that says “Fuck Strache” 
and shows him the middle finger. 

Strache tried to sue Left Turn 
Now for “insulting” him. 

The Higher Regional Court in 
Vienna dismissed an appeal 
against a decision in December 
2017 that ruled in favour of Left 
Turn Now’s slogans. 

Strache had appealed against 
the Vienna regional court ruling 
that “such a rejection of a leading 
politician” can also be expressed 
“in a shocking and provocative 


supposedly “ethical foreign 
policy” and “humanitarian 
interventions”. 


Shot in the 
head, then 
arrested 


manner”. And that Left Turn Now’s 
slogans were “an elementary part 
of freedom of expression”. 

David Albrich, a leading 
member of Left Turn Now, said, 
“Together with all the journalists 
who have been attacked by the 
FPO we’re defending the 
fundamental freedom of opinion 
and the press. 

“It’s alarming how the FPO are 
taking action against independent 
media coverage and inciting their 
followers against public 
broadcasters and journalists who 
are critical of them.” 

The FPO sues its political 
opponents more than any other 
party—and has previously targeted 
Left Turn Now. 

David said, “Strache’s lawyer 


Michael Rami specialises in 
slandering political opponents and 
critics. 

“The fact that he should now be 
drafted into the Constitutional 
Court on behalf of the FPO is a 
scandal for democracy.” 

The FPO has been part of the 
ruling coalition alongside the Tory 
People’s Party since January and 
has taken a number of key 
ministries. 

But the Black/Blue coalition 
government has also faced mass 
opposition, with tens of 
thousands-strong demonstrations 
against it. 

This judgement can help build 
the fight against them. 

Left Turn Now 
Austria 


The catastrophes in Iraq 
and Afghanistan have 
increased the importance of 
aid as a weapon in the 
British state’s armoury. 

With a war-weary 
population, they need more 
palatable justifications for 
imperial adventures. 

Foreign aid helps lay the 
foundations for that. 

Elias Grodin 
South London 


NADIA SAYED wrote 
recently about Ahed 
Tamimi—the teenager 
jailed by Israel for standing 
up to a soldier (Letters, 

21 February). 

Now the Israeli army 
have arrested her even 
younger cousin—a boy they 
shot in the head just weeks 
ago. Mohammed Tamimi, 
15 years old, is missing a 
huge part of his skull after 


Mohammed Tamimi’s horrific injuries after he was shot in the head 


an Israeli soldier shot him 
with a rubber bullet. A 
hospital report said a bullet 
was removed from his skull. 
Last week the army 
arrested Mohammed in the 
middle of the night, so he 


could say under questioning 
that he fell off his bike. 
There’s no limit to the 
depths Israel will plunge to 
cover up its crimes. 
Jen Nicholson 
Isle of Wight 
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Justa 
thought... 


Horror of 
homelessness 


| READ your piece on 
the thousands of rough 
sleepers in Britain (28 
February). 

Vancouver, Canada, 
has 25,500 empty homes 
and lots of “working 
people” living in cars and 
vans. It’s obsecene. 

Brian Houston 
On Facebook 


Shape up, 
Schama 


THE BBC says its new 
documentary series 
Civilisations aims 

to “find answers to 
fundamental questions 
about human creativity”. 

Presenter Simon 
Schama started off 
with the destruction of 
ancient sites by Isis. He 
didn’t mention the huge 
damage done to the 
ancient city of Babylon 
following the US invasion 
of Iraq in 2003. 

The rest looked 
at early art and 
architecture, but ignored 
the social forces that 
produced them. 

The BBC might help 
civilisation better by 
cutting Schama’s travel 
expenses. 


Chris Fuller 
York 


Take lessons 
from lecturers 


STRIKING university 
workers have my support. 
But we need a general 
strike to get this thieving, 
murderous gang of Tories 

out once and for all. 
Pam Thompson 
On Facebook 


Does EU let us 
nationalise? 


YOU CLAIM that the 
single market prevents 
renationalisation 

(28 February). 

So how do you explain 
that other countries have 
nationalised industries? 

It is possible to stay in 
the European Union and 
have renationalisation. 

Jeremy Coalbin 
On Facebook 


@IT’S POSSIBLE to 
nationalise individual 
companies in the 
European Union but not 
entire industries. 

So any companies that 
were nationalised would 
have to behave in the 
same way as a private 
company in order to 
compete. 

That really defeats the 
object of nationalisation. 

Elijah Chapman 
On Facebook 
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A hunger and labour strike by women at the notorious 
Yarl’s Wood detention centre is shaking up the guards. 
Detainee Theresa spoke to Tomas Tengely-Evans about 
the reality of life inside the centre, and how Home Office 
racism lies behind it 


N ALL-OUT hunger 
strike by 120 women at 
Yarl’s Wood detention 
centre has highlighted 
the barbarity of 
Britain’s racist immi- 


gration laws. 

One hunger striker collapsed 
on Thursday, while another was 
tricked into being taken away for 
deportation. 

The women are demanding better 
conditions at the centre—and an end 
to indefinite detention. 

Britain is the only country in the 
European Union (EU) where asylum 
seekers can be locked up indefinitely 
before being deported. 

Every year around 30,000 people 
go through its 13 detention centres 
such as Yarl’s Wood in Bedfordshire 
or Harmondsworth on the outskirts 
of London. 

Theresa, an asylum seeker from 
Uganda in East Africa, described 
being in Yarl’s Wood as “psycho- 
logical torture”. “We should not be 
locked up like prisoners,” she told 
Socialist Worker. “At least prisoners 
know how long they'll be locked up 
for, but we don’t. 

“Before you know it, it’s six or 
seven months. 

“Yarl’s Wood is depressing and 
oppressing, they don’t want people 
to know what it’s like inside.” 

Some 314 people were in Yarl’s 
Wood at the time of Her Majesty’s 
Inspectorate of Prisons’ (HMIP) last 
report, published in November. They 
included a small number of men 
and children, but the overwhelming 
majority were women from Africa. 

Many suffered from homophobic 
laws that were brought in by former 


UNITED STATES 


Test case decides some migrants can 
now be locked up in the US indefinitely 


US PRESIDENT Donald Trump 
has gained the power to detain 
some migrants indefinitely. 

The US Supreme Court ruled 
last week that migrants can be 
detained indefinitely without the 
right to a bond hearing (bail). 

Shockingly, even people with 
permanent legal status and 
active asylum applications are 
subject to the new rule. 

A 9th Circuit Court of Appeal 
ruling last year found that 
migrants in custody should have 
the right to a bail hearing every 
six months. The 9th Circuit is 
the judicial body covering much 
of the west of the US. 

A statement from the Hope 
Border Institute read, “Many 
of the cases involve persons 
seeking asylum who have been 
determined to have a ‘credible 
fear of persecution’ in their 
home countries.” 

The chances for the Supreme 
Court decision to be overturned 
are slim and the opportunity 
won't come until later in the 
year—or even next year. 

“It will get appealed but 
that likely wouldn’t be until 
December or January,” migrant 
rights activist Roberto Valdez 
told Socialist Worker. 

And the move comes on top 


of other attacks on migrants’ 
rights. Roberto said that “there 
are four different lawsuits 

about the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals legislation so 
it will be difficult to combat all 
those.” 

But legal means are not the 
most powerful way to fight back 
against a Trump administration 
bent on pushing through racist 
attacks. 

As with Theresa May’s 
attacks in Britain, it will take a 
movement to push them back. 


colonial power Britain. Theresa 
explained, “I can’t talk about the 
details of my case, but there is a 
problem in my country for LGBT 
people. 

“It means that I cannot return to 
Uganda.” 

Tory minister Amber Rudd’s Home 
Office will use almost any excuse not 
to grant people asylum in Britain. “The 
Home Office said I can go back and live 
there ‘discreetly’,” said Theresa. “But 
how can I do that? I can’t.” 

She said her case reflected a “pat- 
tern” of how the government treats 
asylum seekers. 

Since Tony Blair’s Labour govern- 
ment opened Yarl’s Wood in 2001, 
the centre has been plagued by scan- 
dal after scandal. Just two years into 
its opening HMIP found that the 
centre was “not safe”. 

And there have been repeated 
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allegations of racist and sexual 
abuse—including rape—by the pri- 
vate security guards. 

Former women detainees 
described their treatment at a meet- 
ing organised by the Black Women’s 
Rape Action Project (BWRAP), 
Women Against Rape (War) and the 
All African Women’s Group. 

According to a report by BWRAP 
and War one woman said, “A male 
officer grabbed me when I was naked 
and still in bed. I started screaming 
and he covered my mouth.” 

Others said “guards watch naked 
women in the punishment room” and 
that suicide watch is “used to harass 
and sexually humiliate”. 

Outrage at the scandals has forced 
some improvement, such as male staff 
not watching women who are on sui- 
cide watch. But the most recent HMIP 
report found that “in some cases the 
Home Office refused without expla- 
nation to accept rape as torture”. 

Many of the women in Yarl’s 
Wood are already suffering trauma 
after suffering sexual abuse in their 
home countries. “Detention had 
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BACKGROUND 


Tories shout the orders at Yarl’s Wood 


THE BRUTAL treatment that 
Theresa and hundreds of other 
women face in Yarl’s Wood is 
meted out by Serco security 
guards. 

The detention and 
deportations business is a 
multimillion pound industry 
for outsourcers such as Serco. 
Prisons and immigration 
detention are two of the biggest 
parts of its empire in Britain. 

But the problem runs much 
deeper than privatisation and 
state-run centres are no less 
brutal than privatised ones. 

Orders in Yarl’s Wood come 
right from the top of the Tory 
party—and detainees’ treatment 
is a direct result of the racist 
policies it pushes. 

As home secretary, Theresa 
May said she wanted to create 
a “hostile environment” for 
migrants who’d come to 
Britain without the necessary 
papers. May sent racist vans 
around some of London’s most 
multicultural areas telling 
people to “Go Home”. 

This push was all part of the 
Tories’ flagship Immigration 
Act 2014 that turned landlords 
and some other public sector 
workers into border guards. 

It meant it was harder 
for those without the right 


paperwork to rent a home, 
open a bank account or get a 
driver’s licence. 

The 2016 Immigration Act 
toughened those rules and 
restricted some migrants’ rights 
to use public services. 

This sort of treatment is 
designed to put people off 
coming to Britain—and it has 
been working. 


Encouraging 

Figures from the Migration 
Observatory at the University of 
Oxford show that the number 
of asylum seekers coming to 
Britain has fallen over the last 
ten years. 

In 2001 the number stood at 
84,100, but fell dramatically to 
25,700 in 2005 under the Blair 
government. And following a 
slight increase after 2010, this 
fell again under May and Rudd’s 
watch. 

The Tories and right wing press 
whip up racism against “illegal 
migrants” whatever the numbers. 

For them, attacking 
asylum seekers is a bridge to 
encouraging racism against 
migrants in general. 

One survey found that the 
2014 rules meant anyone without 
British passports and those with 
“foreign accents or names” were 


less likely to get a home. 

Labour’s shadow home 
secretary Diane Abbott and 
attorney general Shami 
Chakrabarti went to Yarl’s Wood 
last month. 

Abbott called for the Tories 
to end their racist policy of 
indefinite detention—and spoke 
out against families being split 
up. 

Indefinite detention is brutal 
and is rightly opposed by many 
campaigners and MPs, including 
some Tories. 

But scrapping it wouldn’t 
stop the deportations—or even 


imprisonment of asylum seekers. 


Anti-racists should demand 
that Labour pledges to shut 
down Yarl’s Wood and all the 
other detention centres. 

It should also stop all 
deportations and grant asylum 
seekers indefinite leave to 
remain. 

But the fight against the 
Tories’ attacks cannot wait for 
a Labour government, which 
will in any case not solve the 
problems facing migrants. 

It requires building a mass 
movement against racism 
now—and is another reason 
to join the Stand Up To Racism 
demonstrations in London, 


Glasgow and Cardiff on 17 March. 


PLEASE HELP ¢ 


been maintained in most cases that 
we looked at without addressing the 
exceptional circumstances for doing 
so,” noted the HMIP report. 

And “in several cases detention was 
maintained despite the acceptance of 
professional evidence of torture”. 

Detainees have to jump through 
hoops to gain access to basics such 
as medication. 

As Theresa said, “There’s a laxity 
in remembering that this is someone 
that needs help, that we are people.” 

The HMIP report admitted, “Some 
detainees experienced unacceptable 
gaps in treatment.” 

It said, “An unregistered assistant 
was in charge of medicines [and] a 
doctor who was not registered as a 
GP with the General Medical Council 
was employed at weekends.” 

Theresa described how difficult 
it was for her to get medication. “I 
needed Olbas Oil for my sinuses, 
but they said they couldn’t prescribe 
it without going through security,” 
she said. “I asked if someone could 
bring it in, but they said that wasn’t 
allowed. 

“They finally sent the email and 
then forgot about it. And when it 
came they said—sarcastically—‘Don’t 
give it to anyone else’.” 

This can damage prisoners’ health 
and is part of a regime designed to 
make life difficult for them. 

Before Christine Case died after a 
heart attack in 2014, Serco guards 
had only given her paracetamol. 

“Some people who can’t access 
specialist medication end up on par- 
acetamol, but that’s no good for the 
liver,” said Theresa. 

And the guards’ response to pris- 
oners’ resistance is part of the daily 


brutality meted out on behalf of the 
Home Office. “They keep saying 
patronising things, such as that the 
hunger strike won’t work because 
we've all got individual cases,” said 
Theresa. 

“But what affects me affects my sis- 
ters too. We’re doing it as a team to 
put our demands out there.” 

The women went on hunger strike 
last week, but have now escalated 
to a sit-in protest outside the Home 
Office department in the centre. 

Theresa explained, “We had a 
three-day hunger strike, but it was 
nullified because we got water and 
juice. 

“So about 25 of us have been 
doing a sit-in as well.” 

Guards at Yarl’s Wood, currently 
provided by outsourcing multina- 
tional Serco, have tried to crack down 
on the hunger strike. 

“They did a lock down last Monday 
so others could not join us here,” said 
Theresa. 

Prisoners are bravely resisting in 
the most brutal conditions. 

Theresa said, “They try to confis- 
cate our messages for the outside, 
they are acting under the influence 
of the Home Office. 

“A guard tried to take a note off 
me. But I said, ‘No’, let the head of 
Serco confiscate it.” 

She added, “The hunger strike will 
be indefinite to shake them up a little 
bit—we’re sticking to our guns.” 

Anti-racists have to build a move- 
ment to show solidarity with them 
and force Theresa May to shut down 
all the immigration prisons. 

Thanks to Black Women’s Rape Action 


Project womenagainstrape.net/ 
black-womens-rape-action-project 
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These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 

Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say. 

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating anew society. 


THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers. 
The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
aworkers’ militia. 
At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 
Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system. 


INTERNATIONALISM 

The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries. 

We oppose racism and 
imperialism.We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country. 

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
asimilar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 
Such a party can only be 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 


MANCHESTER 

Politics of the Mind— 
Marxism and Mental Distress 
Wed 21 Mar, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 

6 Mount St, 

M25NS 

Book launch with author 

Tain Ferguson 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS 
Weekly meetings to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions. All welcome. 


BARNSLEY 

Marxism and religion 
Thu 15 Mar, 7pm, 

YMCA, 

Blucher St, 

S70 1AP 
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE 
Sexism and the system—the 
fight for women’s liberation 
Wed 14 Mar, 7pm, 

The Priory Rooms, 

Quaker Meeting House, 

40 Bull St, 

B4 6AF 

BOLTON 

The roots of racism 

and how to fight it 

Wed 14 Mar, 7pm, 

Bolton Socialist Club, 

16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate), 

BL11DY 

BURNLEY AND PENDLE 
Bordered lives—how Europe 
fails refugees and migrants 
Wed 14 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Red Triangle Cafe, 

160 St James’s St, 
BB111NR 

CHESTERFIELD 

US politics and gun control 
Thu 15 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library, 

New Beetwell St, 

S40 1QN 

COLCHESTER 

Ihave a dream—what 

is the legacy of Martin 
Luther King? 

Thu 29 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Oyster Room, 

Hythe Community Centre, 
CO12FG 

COVENTRY 

How did women 

win the vote? 

Wed 14 Mar, 7.30pm, 

The Golden Cross, 

8 Hay Ln, 

CV15RF 

DONCASTER 

US politics and gun control 
Wed 14 Mar, 7.30pm, 

The Women’s Centre 
(Changing Lives), 

5 Princes street, 

DN13NJ 

DUNDEE 

Trump and Putin— 

the new arms race 

Wed 14 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action, 
10 Constitution Rd, 
DD11LL 


Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600 
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Are NGOs enemies or allies? 


BRADFORD 

Thu 15 Mar, 7pm, 
Glyde House, 

Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink), 
15] D}oX¢] 510} 


EDINBURGH 

South Africa—from 
liberation to corruption 
Wed 14 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
7 Victoria St, EH1 2UL 
GLASGOW 

Red Shelley 

Thu 15 Mar, 7pm, 

Avant Garde, 

33-44 King St, 

Merchant City,G1 5QT 
HUDDERSFIELD 

Do we need violence to 
get real social change? 
Wed 14 Mar, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House, 

2 New North Parade (near 


both train and bus stations), 


HD1 5JP 

HULL 

Catalonia, independence 
and resistance 

Thu 22 Mar, 7pm, 

Cafe licious, 

104 Cottingham Rd, 
HU67RZ 


LONDON: BRENT 

AND HARROW 

Thu 22 Mar, 7.30pm, 

The Pepperpot Centre, 
laThorpe Close, 
Ladbroke Grove,W105XL 


LEEDS: CITY CENTRE 

Going beyond the 
binary — Marxism, gender 
and trans liberation 

Thu 15 Mar, 7pm, 

The Swarthmore Education 
Centre, 2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
LS3 1AD 

LONDON: EALING 

Why we need a revolution 
to end racism 

Thu 15 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Y Lounge, YMCA West London, 
25 St Mary’s Rd, W5 2RE 
LONDON: HACKNEY 

How are our ideas shaped? 
Thu 15 Mar, 7.30pm, 

The Round Chapel, 

2 Powerscroft Rd, 

E50PU 

LONDON: ISLINGTON 
Slavery and empire — 
should all the statues fall? 
Wed 14 Mar, 7pm, 

The Old Fire Station, 

84 Mayton St, 

N7 6QT 


LONDON: HARINGEY 
Wed 14 Mar, 7.30pm, 

St John Vianney Church Hall, 
386 West Green Rd 

(corner Vincent Rd), 

N15 3QH 


LONDON: SOUTH 

A Rebel’s Guide to 
Martin Luther King 

Wed 21 Mar, 7pm, 

Karibu Centre, 

7 Gresham Rd, 

Brixton, 

SW97PH 

Book launch with 

author Yuri Prasad 
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS 
Orgreave and the Great 
Miners’ Strike 

Wed 14 Mar, 7pm, 

Oxford House, 

Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco), 
Tower Hamlets, 

E26HG 
LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST 
How Asians transformed 
the British working class 
Wed 14 Mar, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre, 

6-8 Greenleaf Rd, 
Walthamstow, E17 6QQ 


POOLE AND 
DORCHESTER 
Tue 27 Mar, 7pm, 
Dorford Centre, 
2 Bridport Rd, 
DT11RR 


MEDWAY 

Politics of the mind— 
Marxism and mental distress 
Thu 15 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Riverside Creative Hub, 
Conference room, 

13 Military Rd, 

ME4 4JG 

NEWCASTLE 

Politics of the mind— 
Marxism and mental distress 
Thu 15 Mar, 7pm, 
Commercial Union House, 
39 Pilgrim St, 

NE16QE 

NORWICH 

Me too—sexism 

and the system 

Thu 15 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre, 

Johnson Place, NR2 2SA 
OXFORD 

Is the media all powerful? 
Wed 14 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Restore, Manzil Way 

(off Cowley Rd), 

OX41YH 
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PORTSMOUTH 

Going beyond the 
binary — Marxism, gender 
and trans liberation 
Wed 14 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 

Community Centre, 
River’s St, 

Portsmouth, 

P05 4EZ 

SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE 
British justice is no justice 
Thu 15 Mar, 7pm, 
Central United 

Reformed Church, 

60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre), 
$12JB 

SWANSEA 

The meek and the militant— 
Marxism and religion 
Thu 15 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre, 
St Albans Rd, 

Swansea, 

SA20BP 

TELFORD 

How did women 

win the vote? 

Wed 14 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Carriages, 

The Parade, 

Wellington, 

TFLIPY 

YORK 

Who were the Black 
Panthers? 

Wed 14 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel, 

4 Fawcett St, 

YO10 4AH 
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LONDON: CENTRAL 

After Zuma—what next 
for South Africa? 

Fri 9 Mar, 7pm, 
Bookmarks the 

socialist bookshop 

1 Bloomsbury Street, 
WC1B 3QE, 

London 

With Ronnie Kasrils and 
chaired by Victoria Brittain. 
Admission £2 
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LONDON: HACKNEY 
Hackney stands 

up to racism 

Mon 12 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Halkevi Community Centre 
33 Dalston Lane, 

E82PE 

LONDON:WEST 

Calais refugee children—a 
case to answer 

Film showing 

Thu 15 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Maxilla Hall Social Club, 

2 MaxillaWalk,W106NQ 
Speakers: 

Weyman Bennett, 

Yvette Williams 

NATIONAL 

March Against Racism— 
UN Anti-Racism Day 

Sat 17 Mar, London 12 noon, 
Portland Place, WIA 1AA. 
Glasgow 11.30am Holland 
Street, G2 Cardiff 12.30pm, 
Grange Gardens CF117LJ. 
Go to standuptoracism.org.uk 
NEWCASTLE 

Newcastle stands 

up to racism 

Sat 10 Mar, 1pm 

Newcastle Arts Centre, 
Black Swan Yard, 

67 Westgate Road, 
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late Britains new exhibition 
fails to push at an open door 


Over 100 years of figurative painting could have provided a rich seam of 
content for the Tate’s latest blockbuster, but it left Ben Windsor feeling flat 


THIS IS a major show for the Tate 
Britain and it’s going to be hang- 
ing around for six months, but 
it feels very much like a missed 
opportunity. 

The brief it has given itself lacks 
focus—“to tell the expanded story of 
figurative painting” in Britain from 
the early 20th century to the present. 

Sometimes such a premise is an 
excuse to stage an exhibition on the 
cheap—drag neglected stuff out of 
storage, slap on a pretentious title, 
and charge an entrance fee. 

But it doesn’t quite apply here, as 
only 30 of the 96 pieces are from the 
Tate’s own collection. 

Within its ridiculously broad remit 
it manages to be extraordinarily 
short-sighted. It is not merely London 
centric, but central London centric. 

So the likes of Hockney and 
Lowry don’t even get a look in. But 
at least it’s not a jingoistic show— 
their London does encompass several 
migrants and refugees. 

What would have made it really 
interesting in the epoch of #MeToo 
would have been a rediscovery of the 
neglected women artists of the past 
century. 


Welcome 

Some interviews with the (largely 
female) models depicted by the 
(largely male) artists would have 
been welcome too. A little of the 
latter is included, but you have to 
look hard for it. 

The exhibition notes refer to the 
“male dominated field” of figurative 
painting, but then do very little to 
address the issue. This is particularly 
disappointing given it is curated by 
two women—one of whom is on the 
board of Feminist Curators United. 

They could have had a field day 
with certain aspects of the work on 
display. For example, the employ- 
ment of a sex worker as a model 
by Walter Sickert poses interesting 
questions. So does the dehumanising 
“analytical gaze” once championed 
by the Slade School of Art—and the 
kneading of pictoral flesh as if it were 
dough by Lucien Freud. 

The curators can’t seriously think 
there were no women painters of 
interest in the 20th century. 

Even within the official canon 
they could have included the likes 
of Maggi Hambling, Rose Wylie and 
Chantal Joffe, who have all been 
plugging away for decades. 

Paula Rego does gets a room 
to herself, and the final room— 
“contemporary developments”—is 
given over entirely to women artists, 
but by that point it feels tokenistic. 


All Too Human is on at Tate Britain 
until 27 August. Go to bit.ly/2zfkUFF 


Photography | — 


PAZ ERRAZURIZ’S Adam’s Apple (1983) 


Rare glimpses of Another Kind of Life 


THIS EXHIBITION is one that 
leaves you questioning the world 
from the first room and long 
after you have left it. 

It is formally about telling the 
stories of outsiders, and it does 
this well. 

But it also goes beyond that, 
posing challenging questions 
about identity and the barriers 
we erect around ourselves. 

It looks at what is normal and 
not, how we conform to society’s 
ideas about sexuality, gender, 
race, political ideas and how 
people choose to live their lives. 


The key theme of the 
exhibition is identity, with a 
particular focus on sexuality and 
transgender people. 


Become 

Some photographs are from 
subcultures where individuals 
felt they could only truly be 
themselves in private or in a safe 
group. 

We are told society has become 
more tolerant, but the murder 
rate of trans people is on the rise. 

It’s fitting that Paz Errazuriz’s 
Adam’s Apple from 1983 is the 


central piece of the exhibition. 

The photographer took some 
of the most alarming images of 
Pinochet’s Chile. 

Capitalism creates a world in 
which we are often denied our 
identities. 

Almost to a person, the 
photographers here invite the 
viewer to become an insider in 
the secret worlds of outsiders. 
Naima Omar 


Another Kind of Life is at the Barbican 
Centre in London until 27 May. 
Standard tickets cost £13.50. 

Go to bit.ly/2BsHB9P 
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PERPETUAL MOVEMENT 
Rich Mix 

35 to 47 Bethnal Green Road, 
E1 6LA. Until 25 March. 

Email boxoffice@richmix.org.uk 


PERPETUAL Movement 
considers the relationship 
between migration and 


Ghaya, from the exhibition 


memory in connection 
to the Arab world and its 
diaspora. 

The artists whose works 
comprise this exhibition 
have roots in Egypt, Kuwait, 
Syria, Yemen and the UAE. 


SEVEN SECONDS 
on Netflix.com 


THIS SERIES dramatises 
the fallout from a black 
child being killed by a 
cop—and the cover-up 
and search for truth that 
follows. It has been 
hailed as depicting 
systematic 
racism in the 
US. 

How 
accurately it el 
does that is up / i 
for debate. iio 
But increasing 
treatment of 
the question 
is welcome. 


ic. 


Clare-Hope Ashitey 


Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop 


On New Terrain 
Kim Moody 


The Candidate—Jeremy 
Corbyn’s Improbable 
Path to Power 


Alex Nunns 


Phone 020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 
Why not visit the shop 

at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE 
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HE village 
of Pettigo is 
nearly oblite- 
rated by a red 
line on maps 
of Ireland. 
Most of it lies in County 
Donegal in the Republic 
of Ireland, but some is in 
Northern Ireland. 

Borders are imagined 
then created. They are not 
fixed, they can be moved 
and they can be abolished. 

When Ireland was parti- 
tioned in 1921 Pettigo was 
cut in two. 

The Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) occupied the 
village until the British army 
moved in to take it back. 

During the Second World 
War a blackout against air 
raids came into force in 
Northern Ireland. Homes 
on one side of Pettigo 
were in darkness while on 
the Southern side, which 
remained neutral during the 
war, the lights remained on. 

There and elsewhere 
during the Troubles that 
followed the repression of 
the Civil Rights Movement 
the British army blew up or 
blocked many of the hun- 
dreds of “unapproved roads” 
and bridges across the border. 

Locals uprooted the “drag- 
on’s teeth” barriers, filled in 
craters and built makeshift 
bridges. 

Whatever Boris Johnson 
thinks, this is different than a 
journey across London boroughs. 

Ireland was Britain’s oldest 
colony and some of it still is. 
Britain prevented the eco- 


nomic development of much of 


Ireland. The country’s wealth 
was sucked straight into Britain. 

Britain ran Ireland on the 
basis of divide and rule. 


Aristocracy 

The notion of an independent 
Ireland horrified whole sections 
of the British landed aristocracy 
and the Tory party in particular. 

But by December 1910 Irish 
Nationalists held the balance 
of power in Westminster. The 
Liberals had 272 seats, the 
Tories 271. 

The Irish Parliamentary Party 
had 74 MPs and kept Liberal 
prime minister Herbert Asquith 
in office. They demanded a 
Home Rule Bill that would 
grant Ireland independence. 

Liberals reluctantly pub- 
lished their Home Rule Bill. It 
covered all of Ireland. 

In 1912 Liberal MP Agar- 
Roberts put down an amend- 
ment to the Bill to exclude from 
it the whole of Ulster, the north- 
ernmost of the four provinces of 
Ireland. 

Effectively this meant that 
Home Rule could be achieved 
by Catholics in three quarters 
of Ireland, while Protestants 
would stay part of Britain in the 
other quarter. 

The movement to oppose 
independence was led by 
Edward Carson, who had made 
aname for himself as a lawyer in 
the persecution of Oscar Wilde. 

Carson and the Tories started 


The Tories’ latest Brexit crisis raised questions about the 
Irish border. Some say a ‘soft’ border threatens the British 
state. That’s a legacy of empire, writes Simon Basketter 


Edward Carson 


a furious campaign that lasted 
through 1912 until the out- 
break of the First World War. 

Tory leader Bonar Law said, 
“There are things stronger than 
parliamentary majorities. 

“T can imagine no length of 
resistance to which Ulster can 
go in which I would not be pre- 
pared to support them.” 

These words soon turned 
into guns as Carson’s Ulster 
Volunteers were armed in huge 
numbers to fight against Home 
Rule. It was a sectarian private 


Neither British 
rule nor 
partition in 
Ireland was 
guaranteed 


army with 100,000 members. 

The British army was openly 
incited by the Tories to refuse to 
intervene. Fifty eight officers at 
Curragh military base in Ireland 
signed a statement effectively 
refusing to take up arms against 
the Ulster Volunteers. 

Carson had two arguments 
for partition. The first was 
financial. In 1907 the value 
of all manufactured goods 
exported from Ireland was 
£20.9 million. Nearly 95 per- 
cent of manufacturing industry 


was concentrated in and around 
the burgeoning city of Belfast. 

With this area safe the only 
substantial profits of British 
capitalists in Ireland would be 
secure. 

The second argument Carson 
called “the labour problem”. 

The period saw a huge out- 
break of workers’ resistance 
in Britain and Ireland. Carson 
argued that in the areas of 
Ireland where Protestants felt 
themselves to be in the ascend- 
ant, labour agitation was quieter. 


O HOW many 

counties should 

be in the new 

British enclave? 

Ulster had too 

small a Protestant 
majority. 

The four counties of the 
north east—Derry, Armagh, 
Down and Antrim—had big 
Protestant majorities. But 
together they were too small to 
look viable as a separate state. 

Carson chose six. The pre- 
dominantly Catholic counties 
of Fermanagh and Tyrone 
were added to the four “safe” 
Protestant ones. 

Nationalist leader John 
' Redmond made his position 
plain in a speech in 1912. 

“The idea of two nations in 

Ireland is revolting and hate- 

ful,” he said. “The idea of our 
agreeing to the partition of our 
nation is unthinkable.” 

But Redmond and the 
Nationalists did go for the 
unthinkable. They were nego- 
tiating for partition. 

They had the votes to bring 
down the Liberal govern- 
ment. They had the support for 
Home Rule for all Ireland from 
the vast majority of the Irish 
people. But they were “practi- 
cal” politicians. 

Against this the Irish Marxist 

James Connolly wrote, “Such 
a scheme, the betrayal of the 
national democracy of indus- 
trial Ulster, would mean a car- 
nival of reaction North and 
South, would set back the 
wheels of progress.” 
War broke out in Europe. 
The Home Rule Bill was left 
“on the table”. Redmond 
became recruiting sergeant for 
mass slaughter on behalf of the 
empire they were trying to get 
their country to leave. 


Rising 

James Connolly was one of the 
leaders of the Easter Rising of 
1916. The rising was crushed 
and Connolly was shot. 

Just after a month after the 
rising was crushed the new 
British prime minister Lloyd 
George made a sudden attempt 
to “solve” the Irish question 
once again. It was an effort to 
persuade the US to join the war 
on Britain’s side. 

He proposed Home Rule 
for the 26 counties, with the 
six counties of the north east 
excluded as a British enclave. 

But there was a wave of 
resistance. When the British 
raised the threat of conscrip- 
tion in 1918 it provoked wide- 
spread resistance through mass 
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strikes and demonstrations. By 
the time elections took place in 
December 1918, the “criminal” 
insurgents from Sinn Fein won 
73 out 105 seats. Half of Sinn 
Fein’s candidates were in prison 
at the time. 

In January 1919 they set up 
their own illegal parliament in 
Dublin, the first Dail. 

Neither British rule nor par- 
tition was guaranteed. Also in 
1919, as the war of independ- 
ence got under way, the British 
army was suppressing a strike 
for a 44-hour week involv- 
ing more than 40,000 mainly 
Protestant workers in Belfast. 

Mass support for the IRA 
meant that by 1920 a guerrilla 
war was stretching British control 
in Ireland to breaking point. The 
British government responded 
with increased repression. 

Support for the struggle was 
not simply expressed through 
elections. For example, in May 
1920, dock and railway workers 
refused to handle army supplies 
being imported to Ireland. 

In many rural areas small 
farmers and labourers began to 
take over land owned by hated 
Unionist landlords. 


Ungovernable 

By 1921 the British were forced 
to concede that Ireland was 
ungovernable and entered into 
negotiations with Sinn Fein. 

The British ministers had a 
plan which was well summed 
up by Bonar Law. “I would give 
the South anything,” he said “or 
almost anything, but I would 
not enforce anything on Ulster.” 

A diplomatic game was then 
played out. 

Days were spent discussing 
the Oath of Allegiance which 
future Irish MPs should or should 
not take to the Crown, the access 
to Irish ports by the British navy 
in time of war and the question 
of tariff and trade barriers. 

All agreed that the question 
of Ulster should be left to last 
when the treaty was almost 
complete. 

In a “final” offer Lloyd 
George suggested a Boundary 
Commission which would look 
into the fairness or otherwise 
of the six county state. Again 
the nationalists thought the 
unthinkable. 

Lloyd George also threatened 
immediate and terrible war if 
the treaty was not signed. That 
was a bluff. British imperialism 
was stretched to near breaking 
point in policing its empire. 

The Irish leader passed the 
treaty. Some 30,000 IRA vol- 
unteers vowed to continue 


Paramilitary police 
officers patrol 
(top), a British 
army show of force 
in Dublin, 1919 
(above) 


the struggle. This struggle was 
waged as a civil war between 
pro and anti-treaty forces for 
two more years. 

As it happens the last battle 
Irish nationalists who were 
both for and against the treaty 
fought together against British 
soldiers was fought in Pettigo. 

In 1922 some 55 pro-treaty 
and 21 anti-treaty IRA mem- 
bers held out for a week against 
1,500 troops. The British used 
tanks and artillery. People were 
forced to leave their homes. 

After the battle the same 
artillery was lent to the new 
Irish government to shell the 
anti-treaty forces in Dublin. 

By the end of the civil war 
the border was entrenched and 
Northern Ireland was created as 
a society based on discrimina- 
tion. Connolly’s predicted carni- 
val of reaction had arrived. 


A Rebel’s Guide to 
James Connolly 
by Sean Mitchell 


1916—Ireland’s 
revolutionary tradition 
by Kieran Allen 


£3 eZ) 


Imperialism and 
National Liberation 


Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 


Education for Socialists Phone 020 7637 1848 

pamphlet online at or go to 

bit.ly/2HOfEWe bookmarksbookshop. 
co.uk 


COMMENT 


strikes show workers have 
power to change society 


Strikes aren’t just 
another form of 
protest. They are our 
most powerful weapon 
against the bosses, 
writes Sadie Robinson 


AN EXCITING series of 
strikes have hit universities 
across Britain over the 

last couple of weeks. 

The strikes, involving 
around 40,000 workers, 
mark a serious escalation 
of struggle in Britain. 

Socialists are for every bit 
of resistance to the Tories 
and the bosses. Protests, 
riots and marches can all 
win real changes. But strikes 
have a significance that 
other forms of action don’t. 

Strikes see workers 
taking action in their 
most powerful capacity— 
collectively as workers. 

They hit at the very 
heart of the system and are 
a direct challenge to the 
authority of the bosses. 

Capitalism is based on 
bosses competing with each 
other to make profits. But 
they can only make profits 
by exploiting workers. 

If workers strike, they 
stop the flow of profits. 

Strikes are the most 
powerful weapon that 
workers have—and the 
bosses and the rich know it. 

That’s why they put so 
much effort into undermining 
or preventing them. 

But strikes do more than 
stop profits for a short period. 
They can also start to lift the 
lid on things that the bosses 
would rather keep hidden. 


Dismiss 

For instance, those at the 
top often dismiss workers as 
stupid or say big decisions 
must be left to “experts”. 

But strikes involve a 
huge level of organisation 
by workers. 

They expose the lie that 
workers are powerless and 
show that bosses need them 
to keep business going. 

The experience of being 
on strike often changes 
people in other ways too. 

Many strikers describe 
doing things they never 
thought possible—such 


THE DURHAM TAs’ strike was 


Socialists support all forms 
of resistance against the 
bosses 


But strikes are more 
powerful than protests or 
marches 


They hit bosses’ profits 
and show that services 
couldn’t run without 
workers 


And they can transform 
how working class 
people see the world and 
themselves 


as giving public speeches 
or organising solidarity. 
And because they are a 
collective show of strength, 
strikes can undermine 
ideas that divide workers, 
such as racism or sexism. 
All strikes involve 
political battles and 
arguments, and workers 
can learn from these too. 
This isn’t to say that 
every strike transforms all 
of those who take part. Not 
all strikes are the same. 
Some will be small-scale 
and tightly controlled by 


All strikes open 
up possibilities 
for people to 
see the world 
differently 


organised by the rank and file 


union leaders. Some workers 
may rely on union leaders’ 
direction as they feel they 
have little confidence. 

Others will see more 
rank and file control over 
the strikes, such as through 
strike committees. 

These kind of strikes will 
have the most transformative 
impact on workers. 

But all strikes open up the 
possibility for people to see 
the world, and themselves, 
in a radically different way. 

They give workers the 
chance to take action for 
themselves, not look for 
others to act for them. 


Precious 

The revolutionary Rosa 
Luxemburg described this 
transformative potential as 
“the most precious thing” 
to come out of walkouts. 

Strikes involve workers 
organising themselves at 
the point of production. 

They hint at a different 
way of running the world, 
one that sees ordinary 
people organising 
production and making 
decisions for themselves. 

Socialism can only 
be built by the mass of 
working class people. It 
isn’t going to be imposed 
by a few revolutionaries 
acting on their behalf. 

Karl Marx and Frederick 
Engels identified the 
working class as the 
“sravedigger” of capitalism. 

The class divide at the 
heart of capitalism will always 
generate resistance. Workers 
have the power and numbers 
to overthrow capitalism 
and create a new world. 
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lraq war whistleblower slams surveillance 


a NICKCLARK 


A FORMER British intel- 
ligence analyst-turned 
whistleblower has warned 
of increasing surveillance 
powers 15 years after she 
exposed a spy plot ahead of 
the Iraq war. 

Katharine Gun, who 
revealed a US “dirty tricks” 
campaign to justify invading 
Iraq, said on Thursday that 
the government wanted to 
increase repressive measures 
against whistleblowing. 

“The government has 
increasing powers,” she said 
referring to the Investigatory 
Powers Act, known as the 
“snooper’s charter”. Made 
law in 2016, the Act makes 
it easier for cops and spies to 
hack phones or emails. 

Gun said, “The Official 
Secrets Act was already the 
most draconian secrecy law 
in the world and there’s this 
whole criminalisation of 
whistleblowing and journal- 
ism. 

“Once governments gain 
that level of power they don’t 
relinquish it. They just build 
and build on it.” 

Gun was speaking on a 
panel of whistleblowers to 


mark 15 years since her reve- 
lations were published in the 
Observer newspaper. It was 
organised by ExposeFacts 
and RootsAction.org. 

The panel described the 
methods that states use to 
facilitate and cover up their 
crimes—and the lengths 
they go to punish those who 
expose them. 

As a translator for Brit- 
ish communications monitor 
GCHQ, Gun received a memo 
from the US NSA spy agency 
describing plans to grease the 
wheels for war. 


Invasion 

The US and Britain wanted 
the United Nations (UN) to 
back invasion and planned 
to step up spying on coun- 
tries that could be persuaded 
to support them. 

The memo backed up the 
claim—later supported by 
evidence submitted to the 
Chilcot Inquiry—that this so- 
called UN route was a path- 
way to invasion. 

Gun said Iraq had been 
“devastated by decades of 
war, decades of sanctions” 
and was “really no threat 
whatsoever”. She said, 
“When I saw this email I 
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LONDON ON 15 February 2003 


thought, this is going to be a 
disaster. The public need to 
know what’s going on. 
“Surely if the public, if the 
politicians, if journalists see 
this email they will want to 
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know why are the US and the 
UK so desperate to get legal 
authorisation for this pre- 
emptive attack on Iraq.” 
Another panellist Thomas 
Drake, who was a senior 


NSA executive at the time, 
described how US spooks fab- 
ricated intelligence to justify 
the war. 

“From the autumn of 2002 
the war was clearly going to 
happen,” he said. “It did not 
matter what stood in the 
way. 


Justify 

“I became aware of the intel- 
ligence that was being put 
forward to justify the inva- 
sion. I asked our senior Arab 
linguist, what intelligence do 
we really have? 

“He said everything that 
was given was an utter fraud. 
There was no intelligence to 
justify an invasion or any 
form of conflict with Iraq.” 

Drake explained that one 
role of the intelligence ser- 
vices is to produce “propa- 
ganda”. 

“They have to generate a 
whole pack of lies to justify 
what they do,” he said. 

Gun said it was still possi- 
ble to challenge the govern- 
ment and state institutions— 
through leaks and through 
protest. 

Her leak came amid the 
mass Stop the War move- 
ment that had swept Britain. 


She joined the massive dem- 
onstration in London on 15 
February 2003—shortly after 
she leaked the documents 
but before the story was pub- 
lished. 

“At the time of the march 
I didn’t know what had hap- 
pened to the leak. I was in 
limbo. 

“But going on that march 
I thought, ‘the people have 
spoken out.’ 

“It was so historic. It was 
an incredible feeling being 
squashed in that crowd of 
people. I thought Tony Blair 
must listen to us. Nobody can 
ignore this.” 

She added, “Tony Blair 
was in fear. If that level of 
protest had been maintained 
for several more days that 
may have had 
an effect.” . 


-* 
Katharine Gun 
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BaCKon UND CHECK 


Don't trust landowners to 
fight the fracking bosses 


Fracking companies are going on the offensive and taking the National Trust 
to court. We need a national fight to beat them back, writes Sarah Bates 


@) NEW BATTLES against fracking 
Yad bosses are in the pipeline. 

Britain’s biggest shale gas company 
Ineos wants to frack—extract gas— 
underneath Clumber Park. That’s a 
national park covering some 3,800 
acres in Nottinghamshire. 

Its plans will pit it against local 
campaigners, the National Trust— 
and even sections of landowners. 

The National Trust has refused 
access for “seismic testing”, which 
would identify the best place to drill 
or frack wells under the grade 1 listed 
estate and gardens. 

The Trust has declared it “has no 
wish for our land to play any part in 
extracting gas or oil”. 

James is from nearby Chesterfield 
Against Fracking and president of 
Chesterfield trades council. “We’re 
going to fight this,” he told Socialist 
Worker. “People are very supportive 
of the stand the National Trust have 
taken—it’s a principled rejection of 
fracking. 

“We're planning to keep on cam- 
paigning over Clumber Park and 
make sure Ineos can’t frack.” 

The government-controlled Oil 
and Gas Authority last week gave 


Two barons, 

a baronet and a 
viscount signed 
a letter against 
fracking 


the go-ahead for Ineos to fight the 
National Trust for access. 

Once a well is built, a frack- 
ing drill can operate horizontally. 
Fracking companies want licences to 
test for shale gas underneath land— 
without necessarily having the 
owners’ permission. 

Councils—some of them even led 
by Tories—are increasingly turning 
against an industry that is deeply 
unpopular. But James said the Tories’ 
opposition “stops at the constituency 
boundaries”. 


Dozens 

Ineos is making enemies in even 
more unexpected places. In a letter 
published in the Gazette and Herald 
newspaper in Yorkshire, dozens of 
major landowners attacked fracking. 

The letter said they opposed 
“fracking not just in Yorkshire, but 
everywhere.” 

It is signed by some 32 landown- 
ers, including two barons, a baronet 
and a viscount. 

Many rural residents, who would 
otherwise be Tory supporters, are 
against fracking. 

James argued that we need a 
national strategy to finish off frack- 
ing for good. “There’s loads of good 
groups who do brilliant local cam- 
paigning,” he said. 

“But the decisions over fracking 
are being taken out of local authori- 
ties’ hands and put into the hands of 
central government. 

“This means we need to have a 
national focus too.” 


WW) What's your story? 
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INEOS’S VISION for Clumber Park in Nottinghamshire 


A dirty industry that harms people and the planet 


We Hydraulic 2016 report by the US US the fracking industry 
Yaea fracturing, or Environment Protection makes up 7 percent of the 
fracking, is a dirty and Agency admitted that state’s economy. 
dangerous method of fracking had harmed But the state has 


extracting gas trapped in 
shale or other rock 
formatations. 

It works by pumping 
high pressured water, 
sand and chemicals into 
rock kilometres below the 
ground. 

This high pressure jet 
fractures the rock and 
releases gas. 

One of anti-fracking 
campaigners’ main 
worries is about water 
contamination. A 


some water supplies. 


Disposed 
Contamination can 
happen because 
infrastructure is not built 
properly or industrial 
wastewater isn’t disposed 
of correctly. 

Another big concern 
is earthquakes—which 
are thought to happen 
because fracking disturbs 
the bedrock. 

In Oklahoma in the 


experienced “almost a 
millennium’s worth of 
earthquakes in just two 
years”. 

That was according to 
the National Earthquake 
Information Centre. 

And two small 
earthquakes in 2011 in 
Lancashire were thought 
to have been caused by 
fracking. 

They prompted a 
temporary ban on 
fracking. 


Activists are also 
wotried about the effect 
of pollution in rural areas 
and the impact of large 
scale industrialisation on 
the countryside. 

But the overarching 
concern is climate change 
—and the implications 
fracking has for the 
planet. 


Atmosphere 
Advocates say fracking 
is “cleaner” energy than 
coal, but the process 
releases greenhouse gases 
into the atmosphere. 

This contributes to 


a rise in temperatures 
across the globe, which 
means a rise in sea levels 
and extreme weather 
conditions. 

Instead of looking for 
new ways to access gas, 
governments should be 
investing in renewable 
energy. 

This would be good 


news for the environment. 


But it would also 
release rural areas from 
the stranglehold of 
multinational companies 
such as Ineos that want 
to profit from natural 
resources. 


Socialist Worker 


Celebrations at 
Kirby Misperton 


@ AFTER MORE than 
| a year the 
anti-fracking camp at 
Kirby Misperton in North 
Yorkshire is closing. 

Protesters said that 
that their “job has been 
done”. 

Their statement 
added, “The last two 
weeks have seen 
convoys of fracking 
equipment leaving the 
site. 

“And this week we 
celebrated as the rig was 
finally removed.” 

But Third Energy 
bosses have permission 
to extract gas using 
conventional methods at 
the nearby KM8 site. 

Some activists believe 
they will extract gas 
in this way, or sell the 
well to a rival fracking 
company. 


Ineos to take 
Scots to court 


) NOT content with 
f~ just fighting the 
National Trust, Ineos is 
also preparing to wage a 
legal battle against the 
Scottish government. 

Its has joined forces 
with fracking company 
Reach Coal Seam Gas in 
an effort to overturn the 
Scottish government’s 
ban on fracking. 

In a consultation 
Co) 1001010) oY-X0) 9) (oT 
Scotland 99 percent 
opposed fracking. 

But Ineos and 
Reach Coal Seam Gas 
claim their “business 
interests are adversely 
affected”. 

The case is expected 
to be heard in May at a 
judicial review. 


JOBS & 
CLIMATE 


CONFERENCE 


SAT 10 MARCH, 
HAMILTON 
HOUSE, LONDON, 
WCiH 9BD 


Organised by the 
Campaign Against 
Climate Change 


cacctu.org.uk 
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IN BRIEF 


Big meeting over 
Holloway Prison 


AROUND 180 people 
attended a public meeting to 
discuss the redevelopment 
of the Holloway Prison site in 
north London last Friday. 

Campaigners are 
demanding the site be used 
for social housing. 

Jeremy Corbyn—the local 
MP—called for an end to 
social cleansing. 

Many felt that we can’t 
afford to wait for the next 
election and proposed 
occupying the land or 
ocking bulldozers. 
Activists need to be ready 
to step up the campaign if 
the demand for affordable 
housing is not met. 

Morag Gillie 


Four-day strike 
at Glasgow Life 


SOME 30 Unite union 
members working for 
Glasgow Life at the Emirates 
arena in Dalmarnock began a 
four-day strike on Sunday. 
They are taking action 
over management's refusal to 
reinstate payments for setting 
up and packing down events. 
Alistair MacPhee 


EDF bosses are 
over the limit 


AROUND 60 EDF Energy 
meter installers and fixers 
began a three-day strike on 
Tuesday. 

The Unite union members 
are fighting the imposition 
of tracker devices in vehicles 
and random drug and alcohol 
tests. 


Workers at Fujitsu 
plan more walkouts 


FUJITSU IT workers have 
announced 15 more days 
of strikes in their long 
running dispute over 
compulsory redundancies 
and victimisation of trade 
unionists. 

The 250 Unite members 
at the Fujitsu office in 
Manchester plan to walk out 
between 16 and 21 March and 
29 March and 6 April. 


Cinema workers’ 
women’s day strike 


WORKERS AT five 
Picturehouse cinemas in 
London were set to strike on 
International Women’s Day 

on Thursday. The members of 
the Bectu arm of the Prospect 
union are fighting for demands 
including the living wage. 


Who conciliates the 
conciliators? 


WORKERS AT Acas—the 
conciliation service that 
mediates between bosses and 
unions—are threatening to 
strike. 

The PCS union members 
are fighting attacks on pay 
grading and the closure of an 
office in Liverpool. 

Their consultative ballot 
ends next Friday. 


ion 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


PICKETS BRAVE the cold in Hull 


Hull strikers refuse to 


be treated like t 


bd ELEANOR WOYEN 


DRIVERS AT a Wilmington 
FCC waste management depot 
in Hull began a seven-day 
strike last Friday. 

The Unison union members 
are demanding sick pay and 
pay rises for all workers at the 
site. 

Refuse workers haven’t 
crossed the picket lines. 

Outsourcing giant FCC 
offered the drivers a 
2.5 percent pay rise. But the 
drivers rejected it as not all 
workers would receive a raise. 

Workers at the depot are 
on different rates of pay and 


conditions of service because 
their employers have changed 
since Hull City Council 
outsourced the service. 

Management have tried to 
argue that raising workers on 
the minimum wage to £7.50 an 
hour amounted to a 4 percent 
pay rise. 

Health and safety rep Tony 
said, “We refuse to accept a 
pay rise for a few which would 
leave the others out. 

“Some people get statutory 
sick pay while others doing the 
same job don’t. 

“We want a pay rise for all 
and to bring everyone on equal 
sick pay.” 

Shop steward Russell 
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rash 


said, “This is our first strike 
since 1981. This is a huge 
international company making 
millions and it doesn’t want to 
negotiate.” 

Emma Hardy, Labour MP 
for Hull West and Hessle, 
visited the picket line and 
spoke at the solidarity rally. 


MUP TO 100 strikers from 
three disputes and supporters 
attended a rally at Hull train 
station last Saturday. 

Striking guards in the 
RMT union (see right) were 
picketing outside the station. 

They were joined by 
striking university and FCC 
workers. 


March tor women's rights in London 


THOUSANDS marched 

in London last Saturday 

for women’s rights and to 

celebrate the centenary of 

some women getting the vote 
It was organised by the 

charity Care in the run-up to 

International Women’s Day. 


Speakers included Sandy 
Toksvig of the Women’s 
Equality Party and Labour 
MPs Dawn Butler and Emily 
Thornberry. 

Marcher Andrea told 
Socialist Worker, “It felt 
positive, and had some of 


the feeling of the women’s 
marches last year. 

“But I was outraged there 
were Tory MPs on it who have 
wrecked women’s lives. 

“We need to fight for equal 
pay and free childcare and 
abortion.” 


OBITUARIES 


Terri Behrman 
1942-2018 


TERRI BEHRMAN, who 

died on 24 February, had a 
commitment to radical politics 
stretching back to the 1960s. 

Born in New York in 1942, 
she moved to California in 
1964 to pursue graduate 
studies at Stanford. 

She was active in the anti 
Vietnam War movement and 
had friends who were in the 
Black Panther Party. 

In 1972 she moved to 
Britain, where she married 
and raised a family. 

Her husband was from 
South Africa and an activist in 
the anti-apartheid movement. 

She also continued her 
career as a special needs 
teacher in London, and was 


Terri Behrman 


an active member of the NUT 
union. 

When the Ofsted 
inspectorate was introduced, 
she always insisted on 
burning its assessment of her 
teaching in the staff room. 

During most of the last 
25 years of her life, Terri 
was an active member of 
the Socialist Workers Party 


in north London. She was a 
regular fixture on Socialist 
Worker sales and petitioning 
along Holloway Road. 

Terri also had a love for 
music and art. Her musical 
loves included Broadway 
musicals, The Beatles, Bach 
and Beethoven. 

But her greatest love was 
art. She would regularly visit 
galleries around London, 
and read voraciously on the 
subject. 

In the last couple of 
years, Terri was increasingly 
debilitated by illness. But 
her passion for politics never 
slipped. 

She will be much missed 
by her two children and two 
grandchildren. 

Simon Behrman 
@Longer online at 
bit.ly/TerriBehrman 
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SOCIAL CARE 


Home care workers plan 
more walkouts over shifts 


La SARAH BATES 


HOME CARE workers in 
Birmingham are ready for 
their next phase of action 
to defend their working 
conditions and the service. 
The Unison union 
members struck twice 
against redundancies and 
changes to shift patterns 
in January and February. 
They plan to strike for 
at least five more days 
and could start as soon as 
the end of this month. 
Birmingham’s Labour- 
run council wants to slash 
45 percent of jobs from the 
home enablement team. 


Split 

Bosses also want home 
carers to work punishing 
split shifts, which would 
see them work 16 hours 
but only get paid for 11. 

Unison union rep Mandy 
Buckley told Socialist 
Worker, “They’ve made it 
so difficult for people. 

“If they’re worried about 
the new shift patterns, 
they’re told, ‘Maybe this 
job isn’t for you’.” 

After their previous 
strikes, Unison reps went 


into talks at conciliation 
service Acas. One of 
their demands was a 
trial of self-rotas. 

This would give 
workers some choice 
over what weekends 
and evenings to work, 
which is very important 
as many have outside 
caring responsibilities. 

But bosses said the trial 
would only happen for one 
area in Birmingham—and the 
new shift patterns would be 
rolled out in the other nine. 

Since the job losses, 
some service users have 
been sent to private 
agencies for their care. 

Mandy described the 
strikes as a blow against 
“creeping privatisation”. 

She said workers were 
“feeling really positive” 
about the upcoming action. 

“We’ve had so much 
support,” she said. 
“Donations from trade union 
branches and individuals 
have added £20,000 to 
the hardship fund. 

“People say they’re 
coming to support us on the 
strike days and everybody 
we speak to understands 
why we're striking.” 


Guards fight for their jobs 


GUARDS ON Northern and 
Merseyrail brought large parts 
of the network to a standstill 
last Saturday. 

The 24-hour walkout was 
part of the RMT union’s fight 
against the unsafe driver only 
operation (DOO). 

In Liverpool UCU union 
members from Liverpool Hope 
University brought solidarity to 
the picket line at Lime Street 


station. And Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn tweeted his 
support for the guards’ strikes. 

But in Liverpool the Labour- 
run council agreed to the 
transport deal that included 
DOO trains. 

Workers at Southern rail 
plan to walk out on Monday of 
next week over the same issue. 

More coordinated strikes 
can finish off DOO for good. 


No guarantee on pensions 


TORY MINISTER Guy 
Opperman said last week 
that CWU union leaders and 
Royal Mail bosses have a 
“long way to go” before they 
can implement a pensions 
agreement. 

Union leaders are 
encouraging Royal Mail 
workers to vote for a deal 
that will launch a new 
pension scheme for Royal 
Mail workers. 

It would see bosses bring 
in a single Collective Defined 
Contribution (CDC) scheme. 

Yet the government has 
not passed all the legislation 
needed to launch it. And 
Opperman said both parties 
had “a long way to go” before 
legislation is brought in. 

A CDC pension scheme 
offers workers a set wage in 
retirement, but the amount 


paid out is still at the mercy 
of the stock market. 

This would be an 
improvement for workers on 
a regular defined contribution 
scheme, who are not 
guaranteed a set wage. But 
it is worse for the 100,000 
longer-serving workers on a 
Defined Benefit scheme that’s 
not linked to the market. 

CWU leaders want 
members to vote in favour of 
the deal in a ballot starting 
next Monday and ending 
on 28 March. But workers 
shouldn't vote for a deal that 
leaves many of them worse 
off and the future of their 
pensions insecure. 

A huge vote to strike last 
year forced big concessions— 
showing that strikes are the 
way to defend pensions, pay 
and conditions. 


Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday 19 
Post PO Box 71327, London SE119BW Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk 
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COLLEGES 


Students say no to racism 
at determined conference 


More action planned 
after strong FE strike 


5 SADIE ROBINSON 


PICKETS WERE out in force 
across 15 colleges last 
Wednesday as UCU union 
members walked out over 
pay. 

Fourteen colleges held 
a two-day strike, while 
Sunderland college struck 
for 24 hours. More strikes are 
likely in the coming weeks. 

Workers are fighting a 
below-inflation 1 percent pay 
deal, and individual colleges 
have specific grievances too. 

Tower Hamlets College 
striker Richard said there was 
a “determined mood” among 
pickets, who received solidar- 
ity from other workers. 


Successful 

Elfneh was picketing at the 
College of Haringey, Enfield 
and North East London 
(Conel). 

“T’m on strike because of 
the damage this government 
is inflicting on all levels of 
education,” he said. 

“We have to do whatever 
it takes. I think we can win.” 

Bosses said Croydon 
College in south London was 
closed “due to weather condi- 
tions” on the second day of the 
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strike. But striker Margot said, 
“T think yesterday’s strike had 
an impact on the decision.” 
People know the money’s 
there to pay workers more. 
Lambeth College UCU rep 
Mandy said, “People say 
we're in financial difficulties 
but we’ve been hearing the 
same story for nine years. 
“In that time, one of our 
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principals had a 13 and a half 
percent pay rise.” 

Striker Berhane agreed. 
“There are no financial prob- 
lems for the managers,” he 
said. “They say there’s no 
money, but there’s money 
for them.” 

UCU head of further edu- 
cation Andrew Harden said 
there were “strong” strikes 


rom Cambridge university 
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at all the colleges in dispute. 
“We’ve already notified the 
bulk of those colleges that 
there will be three further 
days of action between now 
and the end of April,” he said. 

As pay is held down for 
public sector workers across 
Britain, other unions should 
follow the UCU’s example 
and join the fightback. 


Brent academy fight stillon 


WORKERS AT the Village 
School in Brent, north west 
London, faced a private 
security firm with dogs as 
they arrived to protest at 

a governors’ meeting last 
Wednesday. 

NEU union members are 
fighting a plan to turn the 
school into an academy. 

Joint NEU rep Jenny 
Cooper told Socialist 
Worker, “We could hear the 
dogs barking in the van. 
The gates were locked and 
our fobs deactivated. We 
were treated like criminals.” 


Walkouts 

It was the final day of a 
three-day strike by NEU 
members against the 
academy plan, following 
several previous walkouts. 

There is widespread 
parent opposition to the 
plan and local Labour MPs 
have opposed it too. 

Jenny said workers were 
“absolutely livid” at how 
school bosses treated them. 
“They clearly don’t see us as 
people with a right to have 


our voices heard,” she said. 

“But it also reinforces 
our suspicion that there is 
something very secretive 
about the conversion plan.” 

Those staff allowed into 
the meeting were made to 
sign a form promising not 
to speak and not to report 
what took place. 

Yet Jenny said the 
bosses’ actions had pushed 
more people to oppose the 
academy plan. 

The governors’ meeting 
voted by eight to three to go 
ahead with the conversion. 

But this isn’t the end 
of the battle. The NEU is 
exploring legal action. 

Jenny added, “Even if it 
does go ahead, we’ve now 
got a strong union group 
that will challenge any 
changes to our conditions.” 
@Messages of support to 
hank.roberts@neu.org.uk 


Mi WORKERS AT the City 

of London Academy in 
Bermondsey, south London, 
struck last Thursday over 
perfomance monitoring. 


SIXTH FORM TEACHERS’ PAY 


TEACHERS IN sixth form 
colleges will get a pay rise of 
up to 2 percent backdated to 
September, following talks. 

The NEU union and the 
bosses’ Sixth Form Colleges 
Association agreed the deal 
last week. It means teachers 
on points one to six of the 
national pay scale will get 
a 2 percent rise, and those 
above point six will get just a 
1 percent increase. 

NEU members rejected a 
previous offer and agreed to 
ballot for industrial action if 
necessary. Tom is a sixth form 
activist and NEU member in 
Cambridge. “It shows that 


you don’t even have to take 
action to shift bosses,” he 
told Socialist Worker. 

“But that also means 
we’re not asking for enough. 

“A number of people said 
straight away that we should 
not stop the action but shift 
the dispute to government in 
order to ensure a rise of 
5 percent or more.” 

Tom said although bosses 
have agreed the offer, it isn’t 
funded. “We need to make 
sure that the government 
funds the pay deal,” he 
said. “And fight on other 
issues such as workload and 
academisation.” 


CONNAUGHT SCHOOL 


WORKERS AT Connaught 
School for Girls in east 
London are preparing to 
escalate strikes in a pay fight. 

The NEU union members 
are demanding an Inner 
London pay rate as an Outer 
London school. They held a 
one-day walkout last month. 

Workers are set to strike on 
Tuesday and Thursday of next 
week, and then on 20, 21 and 
22 March. 

Paul Phillips is an NEU rep 


at the school. He told Socialist 
Worker, “Even the Department 
for Education says spending 
on teachers is the best way to 
get good results. We've been 
patient—but now it’s industrial 
action time.” 

Strikers won widespread 
support for their action last 
month. Visit them on the 
picket line at Dyers Hall Road, 
E11 to show solidarity. 

@Send messages of support to 
pablophillips2007@yahoo.co.uk 


AROUND 100 people joined 
the Students Against Racism 
conference in central London 
last Saturday. 

Fighting rising levels of 
Islamophobia was one of 
the major themes running 
through the day—organised by 
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR). 

Aisha, a student from City 
University in north London, 
told Socialist Worker, “It’s 
about the way the media 
portray us. 

“If you wear a headscarf 
then there is an assumption 
that you must have extreme 
views.” 


Prevent 

Campuses have become a 
battleground in the Tories’ 
assault on Muslims because 
of the Prevent strategy. 

This forces public sector 
workers such as lecturers to 
spy on students for signs of 
radicalisation. 

At a workshop on 
Challenging Prevent students 
discussed their experiences 
of racism on campus—and 
how they’re fighting back 
against it. Rabiah, a student 


at Lancaster University, told 
Socialist Worker, “My friend 
is from Sudan and was 
wearing a hijab. 

“After she left a lecture, 
the lecturer said, ‘The 
terrorist is gone’. The lecturer 
is still there.” 

At Lancaster University 
students are pushing back 
against racism and have set 
up an equality and diversity 
council. 

Another workshop was on 
Standing up to Trump and 
the racist right, with rapper 
Lowkey and Nadia Sayed 
from Queen Mary University 
SUTR. 

Other sessions included 
decolonising education and 
building student solidarity 
with refugees. 

Student SUTR plans a 
delegation on 5 May to 
Calais, where at present 
around 1,000 refugees are 
trapped at Britain’s border. 

The demonstrations on 
17 March are a key 
opportunity to bring all of 
these fights together and 
build a mass movement 
against racism. 
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LABOUR MPs Lammy and West were at Haringey’s rally 


Rallies build for 17 March 


OVER 100 people joined the 
Stand Up to Racism (SUTR) 
rally in Islington, north 
London, on Monday night. 

They heard powerful 
speeches from Claudia 
Webbe of the Labour Party 
NEC, Mohammed Kozbar 
from Finsbury Park Mosque 
and others. 

It followed a 100-strong 
SUTR meeting in Haringey in 
north London last Saturday. 


Speakers included local 
Labour MPs David Lammy 
and Catherine West, and 
Oktay Sahbaz from the 
Day-Mer community centre. 

Around 50 joined the 
SUTR meeting in Newham, 
east London, the previous 
night. Speakers included 
Labour councillor Mas Patel, 
who initiated a letter after 
Newham’s St Stephen’s 
school tried to ban the hijab. 
eu ff 
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Socialist Worker on May Da 
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spy cops hearing 


Officers who spied on the sister of Christopher 
Alder, who died in custody, won’t face charges 


TWO COPS will face no 
disciplinary proceedings 
for spying on the family of 
Christopher Alder during 
an inquest into his death in 
2000. 

Police followed 
Christopher’s sister Janet and 
her lawyer after part of the 
inquest proceedings. 

Cops then tried to listen to 
a conversation the two were 
having in a car park near to 
the courtroom. 

These facts were agreed by 
both sides in a gross miscon- 
duct hearing that finished on 
Thursday of last week. 

Christopher died on the 
floor of Queen’s Gardens 
police station in Hull on 
1 April 1998. The 2000 
inquest returned a verdict of 
unlawful killing. 

Janet had previously 
reported that she thought 
police were following her but 
no action was taken. 

She spoke to Socialist 
Worker about the treatment 
she has suffered at the hands 
of the police. 


BACK STORY 


Christopher Alder died in 
a police station in 1998 


@An inquest into his death 
in 2000 returned a verdict 
of unlawful killing 


@Police officers spied on 
Christopher's sister Janet 
and her lawyer during the 
inquest 

@Yet a hearing last week 
ruled that they will face no 
disciplinary charges 

@The cops are still serving 
with Humberside police 


“In 2013 it was confirmed I 
had been spied on,” she said. 

Humberside police initially 
refused to bring any proceed- 
ings but were forced to do 
so because the two officers 
involved are still serving. 

“The Independent Office 
for Police Conduct directed 
them to do it,” explained 
Janet. 

“So we've got Humberside 
police both prosecuting and 


Tory racism lies behind 
brutal attack in Leicester 


A MAN has been 
convicted for the 
attempted murder 

a Muslim woman in 
Leicester last October. 

Paul Moore smashed 
his car into Zaynab 
Hussein—which threw 
her into the air—and then 
turned around and drove 
over her body. 

The court heard how 
Moore boasted to his 
half-brother that he had 
attacked a “Paki” and 
was “proud of himself”. 

And Moore said he 
was “doing the country 
a favour” in the wake of 
the Parson’s Green bucket 
bomb in west London. 


Moore’s attack was 
fuelled by the Tories and 
the press. 

They whip up racism 
against Muslims to 
undermine opposition 
to the real driver of 
terror attacks—Western 
imperialism. 

According to official 
figures, race and 
religious hate crime in 
Leicestershire increased 
by 45 percent in 2016-17. 

Anti-racists have 
to stand in solidarity 
with Muslims under 
attack—and build a mass 
movement to resist the 
racist onslaught from the 
top. 


defending their own people.” 

The surveillance was found 
to be not lawful or appropri- 
ate and could not be justified. 

Despite this the two offic- 
ers who carried out the 
surveillance have “no case to 
answer”. 

The cops, who were given 
anonymity, said they did 
not realise the orders were 
unlawful. 

They said the orders came 
from further up the chain of 
command. 


Screen 

“The officers were sat behind 
a screen,” said Janet, who 
was only given the status of 
an “interested party” at the 
hearing. 

“I was sat in the middle of 
the court and had to listen 
to them portray me as an 
agitator.” 

According to Janet the 
police gave evidence that 
people had attended a justice 
for Christopher Alder demon- 
stration to be disruptive. 

“Because I didn’t have any 
input I couldn’t say anything 
about that,” she said. “It was 
made very clear to me that 
because I wasn’t a victim, I 
was a witness.” 

Janet and her lawyer will 
formally complain about 
their treatment. 

A number of former senior 
Humberside officers gave evi- 
dence that they had not given 
the order to spy on Janet and 
her lawyer. They said they 
did not know the source of 
the order. 

The hearing was unable 
to discover the source of the 
unlawful order. 

“It’s been established that 
the order came from higher 
but no one knows where 
from,” said Janet. 

“It was a dead cert these 
police officers were going to 
walk. 

“This hearing turned out 
exactly as I expected it to. 
I’ve got no confidence in 
the system doing the right 
thing.” 


Students Stan 
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turn to page 19 
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STAND UP to Racism held a student conference in London last Saturday. For a report 
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Protests can help us build in France 


by DENIS GODARD in Paris 
Ste 


SATURDAY 17 March will 
see anti-racist protests in 
Britain and across Europe. 

The national “Solidarity 
March” in Paris is expected 
to be the biggest anti-racist 
demo for years in France. 

The protest is against 
racism and police brutality, 
and in solidarity with 
migrants. It has been called 
by families of victims 
of police brutality, and 
migrants’ committees. 

A number of local migrant 
support groups back it 
along with the Solidaires 
national trade union. 

Some other cities will hold 
demonstrations and coaches 
will bring people to Paris. 

It could crystalise 


MARCHE 


“We're 
marching 
against 
racism 


ry 


, 


the opposition to a new 
racist and repressive law 
prepared by the government 
against all migrants. 
Government policy and 
the mainstream media 
assault are leading to 
more racism in French 


society as a whole. 
But there is resistance. 
Some students and 
migrants have occupied 
buildings and universities 
in cities such as Paris, 
Grenoble, Lyon and Nantes. 
There is no national 
anti-racist network or 
organisation in France. 
So the march could be a 
starting point to build it. 
The fascist National 
Front (FN) is trying to 
rebrand itself further as a 
“respectable” party. Marine 
Le Pen will announce a new 
name at the FN conference 
in Lille one week before 
the anti-racist march. 
Unfortunately the street 
opposition to the fascist 
conference is likely to be 
weak. It makes 17 March 
even more important. 
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